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     [ Press-cuttings digest ]



UK: _Sex offender tracking scheme 'is not working'_
UK: _Suspended teachers 'cost 4 million a year'_
UK: _Man, 64, sues over alleged child sex abuse in 1940s_
UK: _Straw moves to scrap double jeopardy law_
UK: _Paedophiles 'must reveal travel plans'_

Denmark: _Man arrested after paedophile TV documentary_
Israel: _Age of consent for homosexual sex lowered_

USA: _State's sexual offender lock-up law on trial_
USA: _Artist's Nude Photos On Trial_
USA: _Oklahoma girl sues after school labels her a 'witch'_
USA: _Kids' candy must be X-rayed at courthouse's 'bat cave'_
USA: _US Census finds 7 million 'latch-key kids'_

Security: _Net spy Act may be illegal_
Security: _Think before you press the "Delete" key_

Science: _Children often fabricate stories of sexual abuse_

Censorship note.





UK:
--------------------------------------------------------

_Sex offender tracking scheme 'is not working'_

2nd November 2000

Paedophiles have not been properly monitored since the
Home Office introduced a computer tracking system
described by staff in an official report as a
"disaster" and a "nightmare".

The 20 million pound system is so simplistic that it
gives no warnings of the risks posed by dangerous
offenders and is confounded by the use of aliases, a
popular ploy of paedophiles.

Probation officers have been forced to revert to card
indexes and paper files because of the computer
system's failings.  But they believe that some sex
offenders may have "gone off the radar" of the
monitoring agencies after moving areas or changing
their names.

The failings will infuriate ministers conscious of
public concerns after a summer of anti-paedophile
protests.

Harry Fletcher, of the National Association of
Probation Officers, described the Case Record
Administration and Management (Crams) computer system
as "a scandal".  Mr Fletcher said: "The fact that you
cannot monitor sex offenders and other dangerous
individuals compromises public safety and can put staff
at risk of violence."  The Crams system was developed
in 1993 to allow probation services in England and
Wales a co-ordinated national computer system for
working with offenders.

But by last year, probation staff in many areas had
become so exasperated with it that they stopped using
it altogether.

The report by the Inspectorate of Probation stated:
"Despite the Home Office investment, there was no
national computer system to help manage dangerous
offenders.  "Services were generally having to rely on
paper files, card indexes and registers to retain and
access information on offenders, presenting a risk of
harm to the public."  The report, which criticised the
Home Office for its lack of "leadership", found that
the system was "not user-friendly" and "could not
provide a clear overview of an individual case".

It went on: "In view of the high priority given by
ministers and the public to managing risk and public
protection, particularly in relation to sex offenders,
the piecemeal nature of these developments was a matter
of concern."

One regional probation committee told the report's
authors that expectations of the system had been "high"
but that it turned out be "terrible, a disaster, a
nightmare".

In a foreword to the report, the Chief Inspector of
Probation, Sir Graham Smith, stated: "Crams has not
provided an effective case management system to support
operational staff."

The Home Office is now introducing an alternative
offender management computer system but it will not be
fully operational until 2003 at the earliest.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Suspended teachers 'cost 4 million a year'_

4th November 2000

More than 4 million pounds a year is paid to suspended
teachers, a BBC survey said yesterday.  The
investigation discovered that a total of 102 teachers
were on paid leave at 95 out of 173 local authorities,
at a cost of more than 2 million in salaries and
cover.  Extended to the rest of England and Wales, the
projections suggest that more than 4 million is being
spent while teachers defend their names.  In Norfolk 15
teachers were away from their posts last year, at a
cost of 192,000, while Bristol had seven suspensions,
costing 90,000.

The National Union of Teachers, has begun a campaign to
stop the automatic suspension of teachers facing
allegations of abuse.

National Union of Teachers general secretary Doug
McAvoy said the confidence and effectiveness of
teachers when false allegations were made, causing some
to leave the profession for good, and deterring others
from becoming teachers.

BBC researchers had responses from 95 local authorities
for its survey, conducted in the last week of October.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Man, 64, sues over alleged child sex abuse in 1940s_

A MAN aged 64 is suing two Christian orders in what is
believed to be the oldest case of alleged child abuse
to come to court in Britain.

Peter McDonnell, of Hornsey, north London, whose claims
go back to the 1940s and 1950s, is seeking damages of
more than 50,000 pounds from the trustees of the Sisters
of Charity of St Vincent de Paul and the Congregation of
Christian Brothers.

McDonnell, a retired travelling salesman, is one of
hundreds of men and women suing religious organisations
and children's homes.  But some critics believe there
could be severe difficulties establishing the truth of
what happened so long ago.

"Memory is extremely troublesome," said Frank Furedi,
reader in sociology at Kent University.  "We
continually rewrite our experiences according to what
is happening now.  Religious orders are a fashionable
area.  Things that were normal and acceptable 50 years
ago are recast as abusive."

"Although these claims must be investigated, there is a
danger of opportunism," said Father Tony Churchill, a
Catholic priest from Seaford, East Sussex.

A spokesman for the Sisters of Charity said yesterday:
"We don't think it is appropriate to comment.  The
matter is in the hands of solicitors."

----------------------------------------------------------





UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

5th November 2000

_Straw moves to scrap double jeopardy law_

THE Government is to introduce a law allowing double
jeopardy, which would enable defendants to be tried
again if new evidence comes to light.

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, has decided to
personally back the proposal.  The new law would allow
the Crown Prosecution Service to appeal at a later date
if new evidence emerges against anyone tried and found
innocent.

The Law Commission, the Government body which considers
changes to the criminal law, has been asked to draw up
proposals to consider "permitting prosecution after
acquittal where fresh and viable evidence is
presented".

The law could be retrospective, which would allow
hundreds of people who have already been acquitted by
the courts to be retried.

The Home Office is awaiting the final report from the
Law Commission, expected in January, before committing
itself to make the legislation apply to existing
acquittals.

Lord Mackenzie of Framwellgate, a former senior police
officer and adviser to the Home Office, said the change
should be in place next year.  It is expected that the
new legislation would allow the CPS to appeal to bring
new charges to a Court of Appeal.

Critics of the proposal say the right not to be tried
twice is enshrined in British civil and criminal law,
dating back at least to the Magna Carta and has been
widely adopted around the world.  Civil liberties
campaigners have fears that the law would be misused to
persecute people and retry them multiple times even
after they have been found not guilty.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: Scotland:
----------------------------------------------------------

26th October 2000

_Paedophiles 'must reveal travel plans'_

PAEDOPHILES who travel abroad from Scotland could be
forced to register their exact destinations under a
tightening of the regulations of the sex offenders'
register.

The Scottish Executive is considering implementing the
clause if it is not included in legislation currently
passing through Westminster.  It would mean that sex
offenders could leave England and be untraceable, but
would face strict registration if they travelled from
Scotland.

Ministers are also looking at proposals to place
Scotland-based paedophiles on the British register when
they offended abroad.  The Executive is keen to mirror
the Criminal Justice and Court Services Bill, currently
passing through Westminster, but is prepared to go
further if necessary.

The Bill, in its current form, will force registered
offenders who travel overseas to give details of their
travel arrangements.  However, it places no requirement
to detail exact addresses or ports of departure and
entry, something campaigners say is necessary for
tracking.

----------------------------------------------------------




Denmark:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Man arrested after paedophile TV documentary_

October 31, 2000

Copenhagen -- Copenhagen police on Tuesday arrested a
60-year-old man on charges of engaging in sex with
underaged boys, after Danish public television
broadcast an expose of a Danish paedophile association.

TV2 aired on Monday evening "The Paedophile Danes", a
documentary based on the undercover infiltration of the
legally constituted Paedophile Group association by two
reporters using hidden video cameras.

During an eight-month period, during which the
reporters attended both public and closed meetings of
the Paedophile Group, they documented conversations
between the members about sexual assaults on minors and
advice on how to contact children through the Internet.

Apart from making one arrest, the police are
investigating material they received directly from the
two reporters.

Copenhagen police detective superintendent Per Larsen
said the authorities had not acted earlier due to lack
of specific evidence of criminal acts on the part of
the paedophile group.

The Paedophile Group, a legal lobby under Danish law,
says its purpose, apart from supporting convicted and
reformed paedophiles, is "to promote public knowledge
and reduce prejudice against paedophilia, children's
sexuality as well as voluntary emotional and sexual
relations between adults and children".

Under the Danish constitution, any citizen has the
right to set up an organisation and the country's
parliament has, in the past, failed in a bid to outlaw
bikers' groups.

The group took part in a 1994 parliamentary hearing on
child pornography during which it argued for
legalization.

The TV2 programme has prompted calls for a ban on the
organisation but many politicians appear reluctant.

Minister of Justice Frank Jensen has promised a
thorough police investigation to determine whether, and
to what extent, members of the Paedophile Group have
engaged in illegal activities.

Only then, Jensen said, would the government discuss a
possible ban.

----------------------------------------------------------





Israel:
----------------------------------------------------------

November 1st 2000

_Age of consent for homosexual sex lowered_

Ha'aretz -- Homosexuals will from now on be able to
engage in consensual sex from the age of 16, rather
than 18, according to a new amendment to the penal
code.

For heterosexuals, the age of consensual sex -- meaning
the age at which one can no longer be prosecuted for
statutory rape -- has been 16 for years.

The amendment also exempts consensual homosexual sex
involving youths aged 14 and 15 from prosecution, as
long as the age difference between the partners is no
more than three years.  Until now, this exemption
applied only to heterosexuals, and the age difference
was only two years.

----------------------------------------------------------





USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

_State's sexual offender lock-up law on trial_

October 31st 2000

WASHINGTON -- Three years after ruling 5-4 that
states can keep sex offenders locked up after
their prison terms are over, the U.S. Supreme Court
debated Tuesday whether some sex offenders still can
show they are being held unlawfully.

Today the U.S. Supreme Court listens to arguments on
whether the state's decade-old sex offender law
punishes people twice for the same crime.

The case could affect the 15 states around the country
with laws modeled on Washington's that authorize civil
imprisonment of sex predators after their prison
release.

"The court is definitely interested in this case," said
Assistant Attorney General Sarah Sappington.  "It could
have a big impact."

Yet even if the state loses the case, Sappington
cautioned there would be no exodus of sex offenders.
Each sex offender would have to sue the state in
federal court and demonstrate that treatment has been
so inadequate in his or her case that release is the
only remedy, she said.

Sappington is one of several Western Washington
attorneys who have been preparing feverishly for
today's hour long showdown.  The high court is expected
to rule in the middle of next year.

Critics argue that the law is unconstitutional because
it continues to punish people who have already
completed their full prison sentences.

It's little more than a thinly veiled second prison
sentence, the critics say, pointing to U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer's 1999 ruling that found
Washington's Special Commitment Center - on the grounds
of a medium-security prison, protected by prison guards
and accessible only by a prison-run ferry - in contempt
of court for oppressive living conditions and a lack of
meaningful mental health treatment.  Dwyer chastised
administrators for "foot-dragging which has continued
for an unconscionable time.  The defendants... have
intentionally disregarded the injunction's
requirements."

125 Center residents, all sex offenders who have
completed their prison sentences, are held in the
Center inside dual razor-edged fences, and have only
recently been allowed to wear their own clothes.  But
the Center is not a prison as far as the state is
concerned.

----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, October 26, 2000

_Artist's Nude Photos On Trial_

Some pictures of three nude children taken by Santa Fe
artist Mark R[.] could appeal to pedophiles, a
psychologist hired by the state testified Wednesday.

"Some are very similar to (photo) collections of
pedophiles that I have seen that were deemed to be
child pornography by the court," said psychologist Moss
Aubrey of Albuquerque.

Aubrey said other nude photos taken by R[.] appeared to
be family photos or studies for art projects and were
not sexually explicit.  He noted that pedophiles can be
aroused by something as innocuous as a Sears catalog or
paintings of nude cherubs in the Sistine Chapel.

Aubrey admitted he had never examined R[.], was not
calling R[.] a pedophile and didn't know why R[.] had
taken the photos.

Both R[.], 49, and his 25-year-old daughter, Tiffany
Mia Barbosa, face multiple counts of sexual
exploitation and criminal sexual contact with a minor
because of nude pictures of three children seized
during searches of R[.]'s homes in Santa Fe and Embudo
last year.

One of the children is R[.]'s 10-year-old daughter, and
the girl's mother testified Tuesday she didn't object
to the nude photos.

The two other children are younger siblings of Barbosa.
Barbosa testified Tuesday her mother, 49-year-old
Elizabeth M.  Stewart, was present for the photo shoot
and also didn't object to the pictures being taken.

Defense attorneys are seeking to have most or all of
the charges dismissed on constitutional grounds, saying
the photos and videos are protected forms of expression
that were not taken for sexually explicit purposes.
State District Judge Michael Vigil said he will issue
his ruling sometime early next month.

R[.] testified earlier this month that family and
friends who visit him in Embudo often were naked, and
he is a former practicing nudist who grew up in a home
where nudity was accepted.

The case against R[.] began when Stewart - who had a
one-time sexual encounter with R[.] resulting in
Barbosa's conception - complained to the FBI about the
nude photos of two of her younger children.  The
children, now 14 and 15, came to live with Barbosa
after Stewart, who has serious mental-health problems,
tried to commit suicide in California, court records
state.

A psychologist had called to warn R[.] and Barbosa
before Stewart broke into R[.]'s Santa Fe home on Nov.
23, 1999.  Stewart threatened both father and daughter
before stabbing R[.] in the neck with a deer antler,
according to a petition for a restraining order that
Barbosa filed against her mother.

"She came over to the house and started breaking in and
attacked me," R[.] said Wednesday after the hearing.

Stewart also stole or destroyed Barbosa's photos,
journals, letters and a hope chest, the petition
stated.

In February, Stewart was indicted on charges of
aggravated burglary, battery against a household
member, intimidation of a witness and criminal property
damage.  She has been released on $2,500 cash bond but
must take her medications on time and get mental-health
treatment as conditions of her release.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: hysteria #1
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Oklahoma girl sues after school labels her a 'witch'_

An Oklahoma high school student and a Louisiana pagan
minister both are taking battles involving alleged
witchcraft to court.

Fifteen-year-old Brandi Blackbear - whom school
officials have accused of being a witch and casting a
spell on a teacher - filed a federal lawsuit last week
against public school officials in Tulsa who suspended
her last year.

"This little girl has suffered tremendously
emotionally," said John Mack Butler, an American Civil
Liberties Union of Oklahoma attorney representing
Blackbear in the case.  "Her constitutional rights have
been trampled on."

Blackbear said she was suspended for 15 days last
December from Union Intermediate High School after
officials accused her of being a witch and casting a
spell on a teacher who had to be hospitalized.  The
teacher, identified in the lawsuit only as Mr. Kemp, is
not a named defendant.

Prior to the suspension, the school was supposedly rife
with rumors that Blackbear, then a ninth-grader, was a
witch after she checked out a book in the fall of 1999
from the eighth-grade library that contained a section
about the Wicca religion.

School administrators are accused of coercing Blackbear
to confess that she was a witch who cast a spell on the
teacher.  But Blackbear says she's not a witch and does
not practice the Wicca religion.

The lawsuit, filed Oct. 26, also accuses school
officials of trying to suppress any inclination or
expression of the Wicca religion.  Blackbear said
school officials discovered a five-pointed star she had
drawn on her hand.  Officials allegedly said the emblem
was an occult symbol and that Blackbear couldn't
display it.

ACLU attorneys say school officials also violated
Blackbear's rights over a 19-day suspension in April
1999 in which a short story with a reference to an
armed student was taken from her.

The lawsuit, which seeks unspecified damages, claims
violations of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Ninth and 14th
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution and various
breaches of the Civil Rights Act.  Defendants include
Tulsa's Union Public Schools and nine school board
members, principals and counselors.

Calls to several individual defendants were not
immediately returned.

--------------------------------------------------------------




USA: hysteria #2
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Kids' candy must be X-rayed at courthouse's 'bat cave'_

October 29th 2000

The basement garage of the Franklin County Courthouse
has been transformed into a "bat cave'' where children
must have their Halloween treats X-rayed Monday.

County employees have been donating their lunch periods
in recent weeks to create the basement scenario, said
Ruthanne Bess, spokeswoman for the county commissioners.
From 6 to 9:30 p.m., children will be entertained with
a Halloween movie, strobe lights, a fog machine, music
and a special "bat tunnel'' leading to the X-ray
machine.

The X-ray will detect metal objects such as pins,
needles and razor blades.  The X-ray, though, cannot
detect glass, plastic or chemical substances.

Volunteer security guards will be on duty to direct
traffic and to assist children through the "bat tunnel."

-----------------------------------------------------------

   [ Sounds like the starting scenario for a grand
     'satanic abuse' witch hunt revival... ]




USA: Meanwhile, back in Reality...
-----------------------------------------------------------

October 31, 2000

_US Census finds 7 million 'latch-key kids'_

WASHINGTON -- About 7 million children between the
ages of 5 and 14 regularly came home to empty homes or
were left unsupervised in 1995, according to a Census
report released today.

The report is the first Census Bureau look at latchkey
kids -- children who regularly are left unsupervised at
home after school.  The report includes the most recent
Census Bureau data available.

Those kids -- about 18 percent of America's 38.2
million children between 5 and 14 -- were left alone an
average of six hours per week, according to Kristin
Smith, the report's author.  Older kids were more
likely to be left home alone: the report found 9
percent of children aged 5 to 11 years old and 41
percent of children aged 12 to 14 regularly took care
of themselves.

A 1990 national survey by the Urban Institute, a
non-profit social research organization, found that 12
percent of children between the ages of 5 and 12 were
left alone.

The report also found that wealthier families were more
likely to leave their children at home alone.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: Privacy:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Net spy Act may be illegal_

5th November 2000

The deeply unpopular legislation that allows police to
snoop on emails and web surfing habits could be ruled
illegal by the European Commission.

Information Commissioner Erkki Liikanen, already the
scourge of the UK government over the introduction of
high- speed internet access, is investigating four
possible breaches of European law.

If Mr Liikanen finds the Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Act contravenes EU legislation then New Labour
will be forced to scrap key sections of it.

The Act caused a stink when it was debated in the House
of Lords.  Sponsored by the Home Office, it was
trounced by businesses, who feared e-economy over
regulation, civil liberty groups on privacy issues, and
banks on security issues.

Vinton Cerf, one of the founding fathers of the
Internet, attacked the RIP bill in London Tuesday,
calling it a dangerous new piece of legislation.  Cerf
was speaking at the Compsec conference.

------------------------------------------------------------





USA: Privacy:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Think before you press the "Delete" key_

A North American judge is proposing a change in the law
to ensure that data you delete from a computer
disappears for good, at least as far as any court is
concerned.

According to James Rosenbaum, a district judge in
Minnesota, when you press the Delete key, you intend to
obliterate the information concerned.  So even if it
has not physically vanished, then it should at least
have ceased to exist in the eyes of the law.

A computer records things indefinitely.  "It never
forgets, and never forgives," says Rosenbaum.  A
mixture of techniques, ranging from simply knowing
where to look to high-tech retrieval methods such as
scanning tunnelling microscopy, make it possible to dig
up a whole host of information from a hard drive or a
floppy disc.

Rosenbaum is troubled by the fact that this allows
words never intended to be seen by others to be exhumed
for all to see.  He says it is unethical to take words
that were never intended to be published, and use them
as evidence against their author.  It's like punishing
people merely for thinking things they shouldn't, he
says.

So Rosenbaum is seeking a way to protect people from
the perils of modern technology.  In a recent issue of
the progressive law journal Green Bag, he proposes that
the courts should no longer be permitted to attach
legal value to "cyber trash".  At the very least,
Congress should pass a law limiting the legal lifespan
of deleted data.

Rosenbaum argues in his essay, entitled "In defense of
the Delete key", that it is unreasonable and illogical
to penalise people for words they don't intend to
publish.  He says people are led astray by the
computer.  "It lies when it says 'Delete'."  As the law
now stands on both sides of the Atlantic, it is
possible to libel someone even though you never showed
the defamatory comments to anyone.  "If you leave it in
a place where someone can find it then that's libel,"
says Rosenbaum.  And this includes leaving it as
deleted matter on a disc drive.

There are technical fixes that can help.  It is
possible, for example, to install a free program like
BCWipe on your Windows computer that overwrites data,
making it almost impossible to recover.  The
manufacturers of Encase, a popular police computer-
forensics tool, state that if a suspect has used BCWipe
correctly, then there is nothing they can do to recover
data.

Recovering even poorly deleted data can be extremely
laborious.  A typical modern hard drive can hold some
10 gigabytes of data.  That's roughly 80 billion bits
of information.  Even the best recovery technique can
read an area of only 50 bits at a time, taking about
five minutes.  So finding and recovering a deleted
message could literally take an age.

So Rosenbaum suggests introducing a "statute of
limitation" on deleted data.  Arbitrarily he offers six
months as the cut-off time, after which deleted data
could not be used as evidence.  Apart from major
offences like murder, most crimes have a statute of
limitations, he points out.  While admitting that his
proposals aren't ideal, he says he is glad his essay
has sparked a debate.  He remains convinced that these
are issues that have to be tackled by the lawmakers.

------------------------------------------------------------





Science: an old but very interesting clipping from 1996:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Children often fabricate stories of sexual abuse_

29 May 1996

WELLINGTON -- Ground-breaking New Zealand research
indicating that many children fabricate stories of
sexual abuse when questioned by adults is before an
international forum in Paris.

The research by the mainstream Hamilton psychologist
Dr Jane Rawls and financed by the Law Foundation,
received publicity when she presented her findings to
the Law Society's conference in Dunedin this year.

Dr Rawls told how a team of lawyers, police and
psychologists got an unpleasant surprise when it
assessed a study group of 30 five-year-olds - seven
reported they had been sexually abused.  All 30 had
been in the care of one man.  The seven told of genital
touching, the man putting his hands under their upper
clothing, of his touching their bottoms and making them
touch his.

The revelations were an unpleasant surprise because the
assessment team knew there had been no abuse.  The
children had invented the incidents.  Their every
moment with the man had been videoed.

The youngsters had been taking part in what was
intended as a routine study into children's disclosures
under questioning.

Dr Rawls has a private practice as a child and clinical
psychologist in Hamilton, and as a specialist report
writer for the Family Court and a consulting expert
witness in the High Court.

She says she was amazed at what the study showed.

Depending on the way questions were asked, the
children's accuracy of recall about a range of
situations at their first set of interviews ranged from
13 per cent to nil.

For some of the children, these errors seemed harmless,
including - climbing ladders, going to other rooms,
having other children present, wearing elaborate
costumes and tickling with feathers.

What was frightening was that errors appeared to evolve
with repeated interviews and, for many, were first
reported when diagrams of body parts were used.

The belief that children do not lie - or remember
wrong - when alleging sexual abuse has been shaken
internationally by much-publicised examples of
wrongful arrest and imprisonment.

But an absolute trust in the child persists among
many abuse workers.  The trust-the-child theory holds
that children do not lie to get someone into trouble,
only to get out of trouble.

The research by Dr Rawls, finding that responses to
questions are often wrong and that many children invent
stories of inappropriate touching, throws more doubt on
the wisdom of acting on child claims without strong
corroborative evidence.

Dr Rawls says she was not trying to replicate or assess
[social] services procedures.

Interview questions were either closed ("Did he touch
you on the ?"), open ("What happened?") or a mixture of
the two.  Those who got it most wrong were children who
were asked closed questions.

The children took part in a series of four videotaped
and observed sessions in which a male adult, a research
assistant called Trevor, played a dressing-up game with
each child.

There was "appropriate" touching when items such as
hats and jewellery were worn, and sometimes the child
was asked to keep a minor secret.  A body-parts
diagram, similar to those used in evidential
interviews, was used in the second interview to make
the child's reporting easier for him or her.

When the children were interviewed for the first time
about the initial dress-up session, open questions
resulted in an average accuracy of 32 per cent correct,
the mixed questions 20 per cent, and closed questions 9
per cent.

Questions about the last dress-up produced accuracy
levels for open questions of 13 per cent, mixed 4 per
cent and closed 0.

Nearly one-quarter of the total sample (24 per cent)
reported "inappropriate" adult-child touching, although
there had been none.  Three reported genital touching,
two also referring to touching under their upper
clothes.  Two more children reported that the adult
touched their bottoms or they touched the adult's
bottom.  Two others reported mutual touching under
clothing.

Children's diagram markings to illustrate touching was
found to be substantially inaccurate.

No child volunteered his or her "secrets".  But when
asked to disclose them, 23 per cent always declined, 27
per cent sometimes described them accurately and
sometimes did not "disclose", 20 per cent consistently
provided accurate accounts, 10 per cent gave some true
and some false accounts, and 3 per cent no accounts or
a false one.

Seventeen per cent described fictional events that
included inappropriate touching and said they were the
"secrets".

Dr Rawls also found that only 40 per cent of the
five-year-olds could, after varying degrees of exposure
to examples, provide an acceptable definition of truth,
lies and promises.

------------------------------------------------------------





Culture and censorship:
------------------------------------------------------------

"It's interesting which battles they pick [MTV, attempting
to censor The Offspring's video for their new single
"Original Prankster"].  There's one scene where
two naked schoolgirls are on their principal's lap, and
it zooms [to a newspaper clipping] that says 'Principal
Arrested for Molesting Students.'  They made us get rid
of 'molesting.'  They're okay with the *images* but
you've gotta take out *that word*.  It just gets weird."

-- Offspring frontman Dexter Holland, in Entertainment
Weekly, USA, 3 November 2000.

------------------------------------------------------------
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'Sanctuary' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Sorry I haven't been posting much lately.  I haven't
had any young friends in a couple of years now.  I miss
the contact I had with my daughter's friends but she is
a teenager now and very busy running around.  I try and
see her about once a week.  We have remained close even
though my ex-wife and I separated almost a year ago.  I
am living in a part of town where there are no local
parks full of children, and I have recently quit
attending church.  The music director is leaving and he
was the only reason I was there.  This is the same
church where I had the controversy over my relationship
with J... and one of the families who were suspicious
still attend there.  I have been there about a year
after a long break.  I was hoping to perhaps find a new
friend but everything attempt I have made has failed.
I guess it's good that I'm moving on.  I have been
trying to figure out what tangible thing I can do to
turn the tide of public sentiment towards us but have
yet to discover a method.  I do what I can over the
Internet but still end up "preaching to the converted".
I appreciate having this avenue of expression, though.
I know that I will keep on going.  Despair doesn't suit
me very well.

--

'Tyler' asked?
>Mentioning UDN, does anyone know why it ceased
>publication?

It was replaced by 'The Last Temptation', a completely
electronic magazine, although Alessandra's Smile has
only released one issue.

Thank you for reminding me where that cartoon came
from.  I had all of the back issues of UDN, but may have
given them to a friend as I had read them all several
times.  I'll check when I get home this evening.

'Sanctuary'
--------------------------------------------------------





'Easy Rider' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Ah, 'Humbert, a new one'.  It's been a long time
between postings, my friend.  I believe you are
suffering pain over something which should cause you
joy, not anguish.

> As you know, almost a year ago now I was involved in a scandal that
>had the potential for turning my life upside down.

I looked diligently through the posts from last year
and saw only the thing from the sports event.  I saw
nothing so terrible in there.  I recall no actual
crises.  If I missed something, please refresh my
memory.  It is hard to remember with so many posts.
Here are a couple of things I did glean from last year:

>I feel ever more certain that my desires are wrong, that I have passed
>the age where even the fantasy could be entertained.

I submit that your desires are no more wrong than your
desire to drink water when thirsty or to hear a kind
word when you are down.  There is no "age" at which
fantasy can no longer be entertained.

>The fact that she obviously has a great deal of internal conflict
>over her desire and what she thinks is right

With all due respect, I think that this is a classic
case of projection on your part.  You are attributing
to her the very facets of the conflict that are
bothering you.  It is not unusual for a 10 or 11 year
old to have conflict of this nature.  She is, indeed
working this out with you as her partner.  I would feel
very honoured, myself.

>as she jumped on and clenched her thighs around my neck, I offered
>that I knew why she wanted piggy back rides, why she wanted me to run,
>not walk.

Yes, and you mentioned this in the current post, too.
I see nothing to gain by making her self conscious
about her desires.  On the one hand, does she not have
the right to experience pleasure from the one man she
desires?  On the other, a kid is a kid, and you know
what?  They like horsey rides, and they like to be
treated as a kid, even if they are too "old".  And who
says they are too old?  Society, the same group that
tells us how we should think and feel.  My God, man,
give her the shoulder ride and if she takes pleasure
from it, so what?  I think you need to knock off the
Sigmund Freud analysis of her motives.  It is
embarrassing and pointless.

From the current post:

> A bitter kind of final revenge, after the hell she has (unwittingly?)  put
>me through.

Of course it's unwitting.  Revenge?  There may come the
day when you will long for the opportunity to give this
child what she begs for, but she will be long gone and
you will have only memories of your own foolishness to
fall back on.  A poor substitute, take it from one who
knows.

>The fundamental thing that bothers me the most is that when she devils
>me and goads me into rough-housing with her, the pretense is all
>surrounding "meanness".  I'm not sure how to describe this, but, it is ok,
>acceptable, if I touch her breasts, or her ass, or even her pussy, if it
>is while we are wrestling.

Of course it is.  Yes, she clearly has conflict about
this.  She is not old or mature enough to ask for or
get what she needs the way an older girl could.
Meaness covers her, makes the sexual touching
acceptable in her own mind, and at the same time allows
for a certain release of tension.  The game she is
playing is the only way she knows  to achieve her
needs.

In a way, this meaness also makes it OK for you to
touch her in those places.  After all, you are
wrestling with her.  If you touched her there with
tenderness and affection, you would be, in her mind at
least, molesting her.  Now you have at least been
provided an excuse to touch her like that.  She is
making it possible for both herself and you to engage
in intimacy which would otherwise not be acceptable.
You should be thankful.

>suppressing my desires not because they are wrong, but because
>society makes them so dangerous.  Dangerous to others perhaps,
>but dangerous to myself, for certain.

You say your wife doesn't care.  You say the mother has
wanted you two to get back together.  I believe you are
not so much afraid of society as you are of your own
inability to control yourself.  If you didn't like the
girl, you could just tell her in a nice way to knock it
off.  You would also tell her mom that you are
uncomfortable with it all.  What stops you, is you love
it, and you love her.  You lover her touch, her
attention, her body.  Who the hell would not?

So let me pose a thought: What would happen if you
simply indulged yourself in her little whims?  If you
don't have the will power to resist,  and no one seems
to be complaining, why not just go along with it and
relax?  You are bent out of shape here because you are
desired and loved and wanted.  We should all have
problems like this.  If you are worried about danger
then watch where you put your hands.  That is something
you can do, although it takes will power.

> She doesn't trust me, she is afraid, but she encourages me to break
>that trust

Classic approach-avoidance conflict.  The rat wants the
cheese but not the shock that accompanies it.  She is
experimenting,  learning.  Go with the flow, do not
criticize, push,  overreact or over-analyze.

>Recently as we wrestled, she repeatedly rubbed her feet
>across my face, in particular my lips. ...  She
>then had me rub her feet for at least an hour.

This is highly erotic and wonderful.  You are a lucky
guy.  Look, feet are not considered sexual organs, at
least where I live.  You can do what you want to her
feet (with your mouth, at least) and not worry about
being arrested.  If it had been me I would have held
her feet to my lips and kissed them.  I would have
asked if it'd be OK to lick them or suck her toes.
Foot licking is no crime.  She would have been in girl
heaven.

Look, I have only the greatest respect for your
situation, your intelligence and your writing.  Your
story is very interesting.  I think you need to relax
and go with the flow, my friend.  You are being offered
a gift from the universe.  Don't blow it.

--

To 'Redbeard':

Let us know what happens if you move.  It matters that
you succeed.

'Easy Rider'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Oskar' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

To whomever asked about the election (in the US), I
have to respond.  I don't know about his
girl-lover-related views, but I think that we (in the
USA) should vote for Ralph Nader.  He stands for
_everything_ else that I believe in.  He seems like
such an honest and decent politician that I can't
avoid.  I don't know what girl-love issues are one the
stand, but I think that Ralph Nader can really
represent minority people.  And I guess that includes
us.  I Would urge all Americans to vote for him.  I
guess almost more for my political standings, but I
would hope that correlates to girl-love.  Please vote
for him.  He is one of the only honest and good
candidates that I have seen in any recent times.

'Oskar'
...not to be politically biased or anything like that.
---------------------------------------------------------




'Tyler' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

'?'wrote:
>who should we American GLs vote for?  Is
>Gore the best we can do?  Or how about the Libertarian
>candidate?  Perhaps in the future we should all support
>the Libertarian Party, as the one most devoted to
>freedom?

I would say that the only serious candidate (meaning
someone who could mathematically get enough electoral
votes to win) that an American GL could support is
Harry Browne on the Libertarian ticket.  The
Libertarians have fought the CDA and every other
on-line censorship law that's come down the pike.  They
also oppose all government restrictions on private
encryption software.  And they've opposed the slew of
anti-gay legal measures that have been promoted in
recent years.

In checking the platform, there is unfortunately no
specific language about sex-offender registries or
equivalent anti-CL legislation.  However, individual
Libertarian candidates I've spoken with have all been
absolutely opposed to public registries and most have
been against even allowing the police to maintain them
privately.

The last 8 years have shown that the Clinton
administration is willing to abridge any constitutional
right to "protect" children.  Witness the skyrocketing
number of prosecutions based on the use of
law-enforcement officers posing as minors on-line.  I
have serious doubts that Gore would do any better
(think of all the rhetoric he and Lieberman have been
spinning on the campaign trail about regulating the
media to prevent "inappropriate" materials from
reaching children).

And Nader and the Greens would certainly be no better
than Gore.  In a lengthy interview he gave to Harper's
a few moths ago he basically admitted that he would
"clean up" TV by nationalizing the broadcasting
industry.  (He of course didn't say nationalize, he
used the old "the airwaves belong to the people"
argument, i.e. they belong to whoever controls the
FCC.)

Just my two cents on this issue.

'Tyler'
--------------------------------------------------------------




'Belt Insider' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Gore knows enough net-speak and Valley CEOs to pass Fed-inspired
net laws that might actually have a chance of crippling net
privacy and free speech, even in the face of a Supreme Court
that is rightly fundamentalist on the First Amendment.  Bush
seems likely to want to be seen to "do something about the net!",
under pressure from the religious right, but will likely make
something so stupid and unworkable it'll fail slowly and
painfully, until the Supreme Court finally puts it out of its
misery, or it will just plain backfire like all the other
Evangelical-inspired censorship laws our steam age politicians
have nodded through.

'Belt Insider'
--------------------------------------------------------------





'Run Runner' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all, I've been a silent partner for some time
now, actually I once sent a post once under the
increasingly popular "?" signature, but was still a
bit to shy to follow up.  I think that's because so
many of you seem to be a bit more intellectually
profound than I and tend to delve into the deeper
aspects of our common love for little girls.

I just want to share my everyday observations and
appreciation for the purest form of beauty there is,
preteen girls.  I have no little "girlfriend" or for
that matter any prospects, but have had some very
delightful encounters in the past.  Mainly one very
precocious little moppet whom my wife and I baby-sat.

She was a delight, a giggly, happy, little curly haired
6yr old.  Although I never did, it would have been very
easy to cross the boundary that we all torment over.
She loved to dance and prance for me, doing "sexy" bump
and grind dances "her other baby-sitter" taught her (an
exotic dancer I later learned) and not at all afraid to
take her naps in the nude.  To make a long story short,
I constrained myself the best I could and it was a one
sided affair.

Every time I step out of the house I'm looking for
little girls, listening for their sound, giggles and
squeals, laughter.  Not to "molest and rape them" like
the so-called watchdogs of our children think, but to
enjoy their beauty and innocence.  I am a Pedophile,
ChildLover, and yes if the circumstance was right we
would be intimate.  I crave that but will never force
or intimidate.  Thanx, I guess I will call my self
"Little Bird Lover" after that beautiful short story
"Little Birds" by Anias Nin.

'Run Runner'
-------------------------------------------------------





'Padawan' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------

'Humbert II, a new one' wrote:
> I find myself at the strangest point in my life.

This is a situation that I only wish could come my way.
To see that it has brought you only pain and anguish
makes me wish there was some way to help you, to heal
you and strengthen your resolve and courage.  I have
not posted in quite awhile, but I still dream of
finding that little girl to make my life-partner.
However, I realise how easy it is to be betrayed and I
am always hesitant to go that extra distance to open up
to these charming angels, these delightful sprites.
Life can so easily tear at your trust and steal the
magic that we few still see long after we have grown.

We are the Peter Pan's and Christopher Robin's, the
young adventurers that refuse to let mundanity overtake
us and beat us down like a bad dream that we cannot
awake from.  Would others ever appreciate the finer
qualities that make us special?  Would they wonder what
our affections can offer their most precious charges?
Can we not love and hold these treasures dearer than
old John Silver?  Or do we continue our journeys
chasing that elusive love that calls us as poor Ahab
did, with nearly the same disastrous results?

Tennyson, in his way, dared us to hope for the
impossible - "Tis far better to have loved and lost
than to have never loved at all."  Let's hope that as
we continue to reach for the stars, that an angel will
be found along the way.

'Padawan'.
---------------------------------------------------------------







--
ASGL-L

alt.support.girl-lovers                       19th November 2000
----------------------------------------------------------------
                                     Last: 5th November 2000 (1)


          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP



     [ Press-cuttings digest ]


* UK: _Lords vote against paedophile stings_
* UK: _New NSPCC abuse survey_
* France: _France strikes a blow for Net privacy_
* USA: _'Outing' Based on Sexuality Violates Constitutional
  Right to Privacy, 3rd Circuit Holds_
* USA: _Porn Sites Fear a Crackdown_

Photography note: Sarah Jones
Movie notes: _Little Girls_, _Park_.




UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

9th Nov 2000

_Lords vote against paedophile stings_

Efforts by Tory peer Baroness Blatch to update the
Indecency with Children Act 1960 so British police can
use entrapment to catch Internet paedophiles was voted
out by the House of Lords Wednesday.

Baroness Blatch challenged the Home Office to introduce
a clause into the 40-year-old Act stating: "Any person
who knowingly employs, uses, persuades, induces,
entices or coerces a child to engage in an act of gross
indecency... is guilty of an offence."

185 peers were not content with the proposal.

Blatch argued that the UK should follow the example of
the US by attempting to catch Internet paedophiles
by setting up stings using fake chat rooms and web sites.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

18th November 2000

_New NSPCC abuse survey_

An NSPCC survey of 2,869 young people aged 18 to 24 who
were asked about their experiences as children, is to
be published tomorrow.

The survey found claims of sibling abuse were twice as
common as abuse by a father or stepfather. 43 per cent
claimed the perpetrator was a brother or stepbrother
compared with 19 per cent who named their stepfather
and 14 per cent who named their father.

The NSPCC says the definition of "abuse" used covers
any sexual act carried out without the consent of one
party, or where the perpetrator was five or more years
older and the victim was under 16.  Abuse includes acts
ranging from indecent exposure and voyeurism, through
genital touching to full intercourse.

-----------------------------------------------------------




France:
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 6th 2000

_France strikes a blow for Net privacy_

As the UK introduces its RIP Bill, a French court has
ruled that e-mail should be subject to the same privacy
laws as postal mail.

Last month's introduction of the British Regulation of
Investigatory Powers (RIP) Bill, by which police can
legally monitor phone calls, e-mails and Internet
activity without consent, attracted much press coverage
in the UK.  In contrast, a ruling in a Paris court last
week - which is set to make French legal history - went
largely unreported in the English-language press.

In a labyrinthine case involving a student at the
prestigious Ecole supirieure de physique et de chimie
industrielle (ESPCi University) that has been
undergoing the due process of law for nearly four
years, the court ruled that e-mail was subject to the
same strict privacy laws as postal mail.  The judges
rejected pleas that unencrypted e-mail was not entitled
to the same protection as a sealed letter, and also
ruled that "network security" did not constitute
sufficient reason for e-mail snooping.  It fined three
officials of the ESPCI sums ranging from 5,000 to
10,000 francs.

The court ruling follows moves in July of this year,
when French civil liberty experts and Internet pressure
groups ensured the "Liberty of Communications" Act was
amended, to remove aspects that would have abolished
anonymity for anyone publishing content to the
Internet.

-----------------------------------------------------------





USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Outing Based on Sexuality Violates Constitutional Right
to Privacy, 3rd Circuit Holds_

7th November 2000

In a civil rights suit brought by relatives of a man
who committed suicide after police threatened to tell
his family that he was gay, the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals has ruled that the law clearly protects a
person's sexual orientation from forced disclosure.

The decision in *Madonna Sterling v. Borough of
Minersville* is significant because it broadly
interprets a long line of U.S. Supreme Court and lower
court decisions involving privacy in "sexual" and
"intimate" information to include sexual orientation --
an issue that the U.S. Supreme Court has never squarely
addressed.

U.S. Circuit Judge Carol Los Mansmann cited cases
dating back to *Griswold v. Connecticut* in 1965,
which established married persons' right to
contraceptives on privacy grounds, and *Roe v. Wade,*
which established the right to abortion in 1973.

Mansmann, in an opinion joined by U.S. Circuit Judge
Marjorie O. Rendell, said the 3rd Circuit has since
then taken "an encompassing view of information
entitled to a protected right to privacy."

Considering the court's history of carefully guarding
an individual's "right to privacy against unwarranted
government intrusion," Mansmann said, "it is difficult
to imagine a more private matter than one's sexuality
and a less likely probability that the government would
have a legitimate interest in disclosure of sexual
identity."

The ruling is a victory for attorney David Rudovsky of
Kairys Rudovsky Epstein Messing & Rau, who represented
the mother of the man who committed suicide.

On April 17, 1997, Marcus Wayman, then 18, and his
17-year-old friend were parked in a lot adjacent to a
beer distributor.  After finding condoms in the car,
police arrested both boys for underage drinking, and
then lectured them about the Bible's condemnation of
homosexual sex. Police then threatened to tell the
mothers and grandparents of the boys that the two were
gay, if the boys did not themselves tell relatives.
Police later forced the younger boy to tell his mother
that he was gay.  He was released from custody later
that night and committed suicide in his home.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 18th 2000

_Porn Sites Fear a Crackdown_

LAS VEGAS -- Webmasters at adult sites fearing an
impending government crackdown on the online porn
industry.

Anna Vrandenburgh, an attorney with Brull, Piccionelli,
Sarno, Braun and Vrandenburgh -- a Los Angeles practice
with a number of clients in the adult Web business --
said there was evidence of the beginning of a
"clean-up-the-Internet sweep," timed to appeal to
Christian voters just before the presidential election.

She predicted a rash of prosecutions when the new
administration takes office.  And it won't matter if
it's Republican or Democrat, she said.  Bush is a
"family values" man, while Gore feels the need to be
seen to protect children from "cultural pollutants"
like Hollywood and online porn, she said.

"It's election time and we're a political football,"
said Las Vegas Lee, a longtime adult webmaster.  "We're
going to get kicked."

-----------------------------------------------------------





Photography note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Sarah Jones

[photographer] Sarah Jones' meticulous series of color
portraits of three teenage English girls, shot in an
upscale country home and its surroundings.  Jones' work
has been compared to that of the painter Vermeer, with
good reason: in her still, mannered compositions the
girls are posed in relation to objects such as a
Chinese soup tureen, a carriage clock and antique
wooden tables with highly-polished surfaces.  They
never look directly at the camera or each other,
instead gazing down or away (in a few images, one girl
flops forward onto a table with her long hair shrouding
her face).  This high stylization, along with Jones'
careful use of interiors, marks her as an inspired
image-maker.  It's an ironic sign of the times that
these elaborate set-ups and references to Old Master
painting seem almost revolutionary, but they do (if
ever there were a time for a return to classical
imagery, this might be it and Jones might be in its
vanguard).  Trapped in a world that is coded 'adult',
the girls escape into self-absorption and dreaminess,
distant even from each other.  As psychologist Mary
Pipher would have it, they are 'Ophelias' in need of
revival, experiencing the languor and loss of will
typical to adolescent girls.  Their surroundings, both
beautiful and sterile, only serve to underscore their
alienation.

--

March, 1998

Like wilful charges who have somehow slipped the
leash, Stephanie, Rohan, and Camilla enact their
overwrought adolescent emotions.  Made confidante, the
viewer is nonetheless privy to no more than a fraction
of their intimacies: there is always a residue, a
narrative that both precedes and succeeds the image.
Sarah Jones, to these young English teenagers, is a
witness before whom they pose, and for whom, because
they remain callow, unaffected, they also do not pose.
Between middle-class poise and juvenile posturing, the
girls hesitate, unsure of their status, their rights
within the privileged precincts they inherit - just as
Jones' work hovers between narrative certainty and
uncertainty.

These immaculate spaces are the rooms of large English
houses, each home to one of the girls.  Jones depicts
the rooms as exemplary sites of bourgeois ritual, and
makes it clear that most are rarely entered, save to
dust.  Their apparent perfection also emphasizes their
unfamiliarity and uncanniness.  Not quite aristocratic
mansions, the houses are nonetheless places of power
and wealth, which at once construct and represent
stability and social status.  This is where the
upwardly mobile mercantilism that has so structured the
British imagination in the last two decades bred.

By focusing on these sites, Jones memorializes the
overpowering retrospection and the adulation of
aristocratic conventions that are the transcendent
signifiers of Middle England.  In Dining Room (Francis
Place) (I), 1997, a portrait of an archetypal Victorian
father glowers at the impudent intruders.  He is
bracketed by scenes of fox hunting, that lunatic sport
of the English squirearchy.  In such exhibitions of
patriarchal tradition, both purchased and inherited,
nostalgia for empire is never far away.  We find it
here in the fascination for Chinoiserie.  In Dining
Room (Francis Place) (II), the girls' awed
contemplation of a huge soup tureen suggests a close
encounter of the highest order.

But it is they who are the aliens.  Resplendent in
their cheap-chic clothes, Jones' subjects adopt an
uneasy repose.  Seemingly conscious of their intrusion
into spaces designed to exclude them, they appear
haunted by the burden of history.  These houses were
intended for "men of property," not for women (except
in the subordinate roles of wife and mother).  You
sense that such subsidiary positions will be
insufficient for Camilla, Rohan, and Stephanie, the
embodiment of a New England.  (The rebellious placement
of Camilla's ear stud, visible in Dining Room (Francis
Place)

(II) , suggests that nothing will ever be the same.)

In fact, it is difficult to ascertain who or what is
haunting whom in these pictures.  These girls reach
back into the past as the past reaches forward to
detain them.  We seem to intrude upon an end-game
between merit and birthright, and their intrusion into
these spaces disrupts the infinite loop of class
narrative in which power and responsibility emanate
from family and gender.

Camilla, Stephanie, and Rohan prolong their
performances by exchanging clothes, confusing self and
other, permutating identities as if they were simply
disposable commodities.  Divided by heavy, highly
polished furniture, the rooms themselves return their
poses, presenting them with what seem to be intolerable
opportunities for reflection.  Dining Room (Mulberry
Lodge) (III) finds a solitary Camilla face-down on the
reflective tabletop, literally mirrored in the
surroundings she seems, at the time, intent on
ignoring.  If these rooms are not to destroy the girls,
Jones seems to be saying, they will have to wreck them
- by abandonment, neglect, or the simple expedient of
calling in the decorators.  Otherwise, the three may
come to resemble the etiolated "Mother" portrait poised
above the servinghatch in Dining Room (Francis Place)
(III).

In the twin motifs of the figure's reflection and its
disappearance into empty space, repeated throughout her
work, Jones points to a narrative beyond the frame.
This denies her work the genre-portrait status to which
it might otherwise be consigned.  With these settings,
she gestures backward, too, to a childhood "uncanny"
where the room becomes a spooked forest, the furniture
moves its own hostile-spirited volition, and there is
always some perilous space beneath the table which is
best left unexplored.  This sense of a haunting residue
is perhaps the defining characteristic of Jones's work.
If the creased, stained psychoanalysts' couches in her
previous series Consulting Room, 1995, suggest that the
subjects had already fled the scenes of their
confessions, in her current House studies, we sense
that the teenagers, their narratives half-told,
half-stifled, are on their way.

-----------------------------------------------------------





Movie notes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

1998

LITTLE GIRLS

(French, comedy drama)

Produced by Bruno Pesery.
Directed by Noemie Lvovsky

Observing four precocious, early-teenage girls and
their budding grasp of sexuality, relationships and the
adult world, "Little Girls" ably captures the giddy
pleasures of adolescent friendship with its seemingly
indelible bonds, and the often painful conflict between
adolescent and grown-up realities.  Frank and honest at
times, cute and calculated at others, this freeform
film's occasional preciousness is countered by the
charms of its delightful protagonists.  [...]

Loose-limbed camerawork by Agnes Godard and Bertrand
Chatry suits the patchwork approach to the material,
and Michel Klochendler's lean editing keeps each scene
to the bare essentials.  Less economy is shown in the
many dance scenes, however, which are used along with
wardrobe to convey the drama's '70s setting but
generally run too long.

--

1999

_PARK_

(Eire, Drama)

Produced, directed by John Carney, Tom Hall.

Park is a dark impressionistic profile of a pedophile
that begins provocatively but succumbs to repetition.

Emotionally troubled Catherine Irvine (Claudia Terry)
makes claims to her therapist Maria Dunne (Jayne Snow)
about her treatment years earlier at the hands of Adam
Duffy (Nealon), the affable but bizarre caretaker of
the park she'd found herself in one day.  Terry plays
both ages adequately, yet it is Des Nealon's monstrously
clever performance as the eccentric perv, with his
erratic gait and clipped cries who centres the movie.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'chklvr' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Hi.  I'm a recent subscriber to the ASGL-L list but a
longtime LGL.  I wanted to pose a question/position to
the readers here based on something I see repeatedly in
forums for those with like minds.

Over and over I have read that many LGL's wish to find
a LG that they might develop a long term relationship
with.  Am I the only one who interprets these wishes to
be similar to those of a "mainstream" male's desire to
find a wife?  To me, these wishes and desires that are
expressed seem to indicate a wish to find a LG with
which to develop a serious relationship with, and to
possibly grow old with.

That, to me, is the great disparity of our kind - for
once a LG reaches beyond puberty or her young teens,
she will no longer be desired.

I sincerely believe that sexual relations with minors
is something which can be a positive and gentle thing,
and not a psychologically damaging event as the
mainstream would have everyone believe.  (In fact, it
is usually that viewpoint, incessantly driven into
everyone's consciousness, which makes it so damaging.)

However, I find great fault with LGL's who refuse to
acknowledge the fact that our desires are indeed
primarily driven by urges based in physical desires...
how else to explain why we are fascinated first and
only on such a short window of opportunity in those we
desire.

Though I have read accounts of those who have maintained
sexual or intimate/close relations with LGs long after
they were, by definition, LGs - I have yet to find
anyone in that situation who has simultaneously
discontinued their interest in LGs.  Often, they will
find new LGs to focus on.

Friends, we are not monsters, and we are not evil, but
to be truly understood, we must first come to terms
with who we really are.

'chklvr'
--------------------------------------------------------------





'Tsarevitch' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Dateline: Halloween!

This is Tsarevitch reporting from the front line!

Tonight, rumoured to start - the much anticipated
Masked 'lg' Offensive!

Massing outside of my suburban retail 'foxhole' were
hundreds of family "units" including many highly
trained cute and suggestively camouflaged lg's.

Not much I could do but wave my white flag when they
overwhelmed my outpost commanding me to hand over my
candy filled 'ammo' sacks with their 'polite' orders of
"Trick or Treat," or "please" and "thank you's!"

And quite a few lg's soldiers were graduates of the
(e)Special(ially sexy) Forces!  They were geared in the
racy uniforms of the scantilly cladded 'gypsy corps,'
many others - the 'ballet battery,' one '1950's teeny
bopper division,' a few from the "I wet dream of
genies" battalion,' several from the 'powerpuff girl
division,' and one especially spicy and sharp looking
African American marine corporeal!  (8'q)

After five drooling, (um!) *gruelling* hours, the battle
subsided!  My ammunition depleted!  Here I am restless,
afflicted with short skirt shock!  and Post Erec...
That was Post Traumatic Syndrome!

Being on the victorious side of this battle but on the
losing side of the war, I am still willing and able to
stand by my fellow paedophiles and do my part by going
out there again to observe from my retail 'foxhole.'

Know this!  I will never become Absent Without Leave
from my position while there are lg's uniformed in
revealing mini-skirts and others are trained to spin
and spin to shoot us with panty shots!  While others
blow us away with their powerfully explosive, beautiful
and truly sincere claymore smiles!

Someday, I'll get my deserved 'purple crotch' and a
'Congressional Fondle of Honor' then I can get my much
needed 'r and r' at our own version of China Beach!
Maybe there I'll finally get to sleep with a defecting
member of the enemy or a freedom fighter!

Signing off from the frontlines!  All is quiet on the
Atlantic front!  Tsarevitch!

--

Tsarevitch here again!

*!P!*!L!*!E!*!A!*!S!*!E!*

We got to start writing more guys and gals!

Like an addict, I have been getting the shakes!
Waiting now every two weeks (or more?)  per ASGL-L
edition!  I need my virtual ASGL-L fix!  I humbly
apologize if the lateness of the weekly delivery is not
caused by a drought of postings but something else...

(Me, Myself, and I) wrote:

>My job has improved 10,000 fold, especially in the lg
>watching arena, as lg activity has increased dramatically!

Well, I should have known that this little slice of
Eden wouldn't have lasted a lifetime.  But...

... I would have never predicted an all too quick
self-induced exile to precede the beginning of this week.

I had done nothing illegal and was not caught doing
anyone/thing wrong.  Let's jut say, I am kind of proud
for I walked the honorable path, a protest against the
wrongful termination of a (non-gl) fellow worker for
non-gl reasons.  --Bet the credit card companies would
admire and respect my own and my fellow employees in
voluntary exodus position of civil disobedience.-- NOT!

Now I need to look for another decent paying, lg filled
site job!  Sheesh!  Maybe I ticked off the Fates in a
past life?

--

'Redbeard' wrote:

>I am currently unemployed...

<irony> What we need here is a strictly-confidential GL
friendly employment agency!  Would need someone to
perform "reverse" background tests to weed out law
enforcement agents and agencies.  Would administer
tests to see if the prospective client would become
aroused by children.  No arousal! = No jobs!  Prior
fantasizing about lg's an absolute Must!  Prior sensual
contact with children a plus, though not necessary.

--

Just watched an extraordinary yet 'not your usual' LG
flavored movie!  Just want to throw in my
recommendation for it and hopefully pique your
curiosity enough to get you to rent it and give
patronage where it's due (AND AWAY FROM THE
STEREOTYPICAL HOLLYWOOD TRIPE!)


LG Movie Review:

_Earth_ (1998)

http://us.imdb.com/Title?0150433
http://www.1947earth.com/home.html

"Earth," A historical drama that recounts one of the
most devastating, terrifying, abortive political events
to affect 1/5 of the world's population.  Definitely
NOT your usual Hollywood fare, but a product of India's
Bollywood, Deepa Mehta (director and writer) summons up
from the dungeons of the past, the greatest modern day
catastrophe to hit India!  India's independence from
England and the historical schism that became to be
known as "The partition of 1947!".

We find ourselves meeting (IMHO) one of the most
beautiful LG actresses ever to grace the screen.  In
her cinematic first step, we meet "Lenny Sethna, AKA
Lenny Baby" played by 8 year old wonder child, Maia
Sethna.  At first glance, this mischievous ~ GORGEOUS ~
midnight haired, mocha skinned child, one realizes that
dangerous nature and hypnotic power of her all too cute
and impish smile!  (wink!)  One glance!  She could get
away with anything if she wanted to.

We find our heroine anxiously anticipating the rumoured
schism, the rumour that England when giving independence
to India would make two separate states, a Muslim
dominated Pakistan and a Hindu majority India.  Despite
half hearted reassurances, "Lenny Baby" continues to
worry over her family and neighbours future together.

Comfortably mixing with her adult friends and
neighbours, the consequences of this geopolitical schism
would divide her Hindu, Muslim, Sikh friends, neighbours
and family.  The rumours of the upcoming independence
alone start to drive the stake of conflict between long
time friends and comrades.  The religious conflicts
culminate in the end of the film an example of betrayal
of the scummiest sort, the betrayal of "Lenny's" trust,
(won't be a spoiler and go into too much detail).

Lenny is a constant witness to all that the viewer sees
and much more!  She is the witness to all the good, the
odd (a child-bride marriage to a very old man), the
bad, and later on during the actual process of
partition, some of the most hideous murders ever to
sully film history, (the first time I have 'witnessed'
a cinematic case of 'drawing and quartering' - though the
worst part 'tastefully' done off-screen}.  She is cursed
to be at the worst place at the worst time to witness
all the violence and moral cowardice brought on by mob
rule/riot.

Watch the movie for Maia Sethna ....

http://www.1947earth.com/home.html

...the photograph in the bio. section doesn't do her
any justice as it's a shot taken during one of the most
stressful parts of the movie.).  As an actress, she is
well placed amongst the best of her peers, Anna Paquin,
Jena Malone showing a highly convincing range of
emotions from giddy stubbornness to a victim of utter
hopelessness and sorrow to a subject filled with
abject fear.

Many other reviews take the plot to revolve around the
romantic relationship between "Lenny's" Muslim nanny
and her Muslim lover, Hassan the Massur.  But it all
takes it perspective at the 'eye level' of our heroine,
"Lenny."  A child who by some unknown miracle survived
this historical schism where, in the end, over one
million Indians were slain, where both Hindus and Muslims
been stampeded and butchered in the ensuing mass exodus
for each own respective new national homeland.

(Trust me, there are some very good light and funny
moments involving "Lenny Baby that make this tragedy
worth the stress...)

--

Please forgive my hand and my first 'pen' at gl poetry.
Please complain if it's TOO SUBTLE!  Would like the
editorial feedback, s'il vous plait.


"_Fighting Seasonal Suburban Mall Ennui!_"

 Sigh, Here, Grandma's new jogging suit.
 Sigh, There, workpants for Uncle Joe.
 Sigh, Dance shoes again for little Sally?

 Sigh, Letting my sore legs rest.
 Sigh, Staying off my poor tired size 8.5 feet.
 Sigh, Bored to tears,
 Sigh, Looking left,
 Sigh, Looking right,
 Sigh, Anyone watching?
 Sigh, Itching!
 Sigh, Itching!
 Sigh!!
 Itching down there!
 Itching my seven year old itch!"


'Tsarevitch'

PS: What would be the average shoe size of a seven year
old girl's feet be anyway?

PPS: Ianthe?  If there is anything we can do to help?
Don't be too proud to ask.

BTW: what's that archive address again?  duh... ?

--------------------------------------------------------

    [ ASGL-L web archives are:

      http://go.to/asglarchives
      http://www.callnetuk.com/home/papageno/asgl/index.html





'Sanctuary' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

I am seriously considering asking the former music
teacher of the church that I recently left over
allegations (*), to allow me to record a song of mine.
The reason I am considering this is because he has an
excellent studio and because I have already told him
the reason I have left.  He has never condemned me and
I hope that I can use this as an opportunity to foster
understanding concerning GL (or at least get the song
recorded).

Do you think that the reward of having my song
professionally produced is worth the risk?

'Sanctuary'

(*) I was never actually accused of anything, but one
of the girls I tried to befriend since returning to my
former church went to her mother and said I was
"bothering her" when I tried to play with her and the
other girl (and her sister) simply stopped coming to
certain services after her father started eyeing me
suspiciously (although her sister actually begged her
mother to let her start coming regularly on those
nights).

----------------------------------------------------





"Quilty" writes:
----------------------------------------------------

Lloyd wrote:
>Nothing much beats "walking on the beaches,
>looking at the peaches", does it?  (Band name and song
>title, anyone?  ;-)) '

The English rock band THE STRANGLERS, song title
"Peaches".  Saw them live in their prime, they also did
a classic anthem "Bring on the Nubiles", ahem.

--

To Ianthe: you said the novelist Segre has an accent
over the last e.  Well as an Italian living in Paris he
undoubtedly had some sort of accent but his name is
accent-less in my book.

--

Now I am re-reading n.s. aristof's great little
anthology of "Girl-love and Girl Lust in Victorian
Letters," published by Passion Press.

I've noticed in my classes (I teach Elementary school
children in the USA) that the 8 and 9-year-old third
graders love to cling to me, sit in my lap, hug
me, etc, but the fifth graders, while they really enjoy
my presence, are a little more shy of touch.  I know
Aristof will say it's the Feminazi school teachers have
inculcated them with a fear of "the male" and "touch",
but I wonder if there's peer pressure to remain aloof and
how much they are taking in from the media about
"stranger danger" and all that hokum.  It's a sad time
to be growing up in Amerika.  I feel like my childhood
took place in another century (!well, almost!)  -- we
used to roam the fields until dark, boys and girls,
explore the sewers and venture out in the big world
unescorted.  I had perverts for teachers and
scoutmasters but that was accepted as part of growing
up!  But seriously I know some of the older kids would
like real contact with me but are afraid to instigate
it and I sure as hell am not about to jeopardize my job
by reaching out to them.  The saddest part is to see
how they are already miniature versions of themselves
as they'll become in ten and twenty years.  I have no
hope for the boys!!  Some of the girls I forsee leading
sad lives as timid victims and wish I could take them
aside and give them some self-assertiveness training.

'Quilty'
----------------------------------------------------------





'Lloyd' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------

For those who were discussing voting in the American
presidential elections last week, well, what can I
say? I guess your votes didn't really matter, seeing as
how they're going to be deciding on the next president
by holding a coin-toss. ;-) Well, I've finally managed
to chain myself to the keyboard and make myself write.

I need to get some form of motivational
self-chastisement device. (Actually, that will segue
nicely into my "paedo song lyrics" discovery. Listen
to the Lou Reed song, "Venus in Furs". The opening
lines are as follows:

 Shiny, shiny/
 Shiny boots of leather/
 Whip-lash girl-child/
 In the dark/

The song is, as far as I can tell, basically about an
underage dominatrix. And why not?)

--

First, I'd just like to thank Humbert the Second for
your words of encouragement. ;-) I understand what you
mean by it being a rough path to follow, you only have
to read one person's story to find out that life's
hardly a bed of roses for people of our preference.
That said, though, I don't think that I'm really sorry
that it "happened" to me. While there is the obvious
downside to our attraction, there is also the upside.
The attraction itself, for instance - even the most
innocent and mundane sighting of a beautiful lg can
transcend the everyday and become something magical.
Attracted to young girls, it is difficult for us to
gain pleasure in the usual way (ie, sex) so we have to
take it where we find it - every beautiful face, every
little gesture, every enchanting smile around us.

Now onto your little predicament. What Easy Rider
wrote seemed to make a lot of sense to me, but I'll
chip in anyway, and try (probably unsuccessfully) not
to just churn out what he wrote. Taking your
self-confessed melodrama into account, I think you have
in some ways answered your own questions about what to
do. If you really do feel that you are in a living
hell, there is only one thing to do - and that is to
get out. If you don't feel good about the
relationship, why keep it up? My advice would
definitely be to talk to the girl's mother about the
situation - if you truly feel that you _can_ talk to
her about it without her reacting badly. Explain that
you have conflicted feelings, and that it would be
better for all involved if a damper was put on it.

Talk to the girl, too, and explain the effect she has
on you. You said she was old enough to know better, so
talk to her about what is "wrong". Explain to her
that, while she may just consider what you do is play,
it means more to you, it has more of an effect on you.
That the way she acts upsets you. Of course, you'd
have to be careful that what you say doesn't hurt her
feelings, or make her feel that she has done something
wrong - and especially make sure you don't say
anything that could be taken as coercing her into a
sexual encounter. Of curse, this might not be the best
course of action. It may be best to just "go with the
flow", as Easy Rider said. Give her what she wants,
and try and let go of any other preoccupations. (And
'feel the force flow through you'... sorry, Obi-Wan
Kenobi moment) Express your feelings in ways with
which you are both comfortable. If she only wants you
to touch her when you wrestle, only touch her when you
wrestle. Though it may not fit your ideal of love and
tenderness, it _is_ still a loving gesture. After all,
why do you do it? Because you love her, right? She's
special to you. And you are, I have no doubt, special
to her. Does she fling herself at every thirty year
old man she comes across? Well, I wouldn't know, but
somehow I doubt it. She has found, in you, the
attention and affection she wants. You _are_ giving
her pleasure, and you should be satisfied with that.

If she's on the brink of adolescence, she'll be going
through a difficult time. I guess that's why you've
got the sexual play element - caught between wanting
to grow up, and stay as a little girl. Like you said,
she's "too young" for sex, but "too old" for horsey
rides. So play it by ear - let her let you know what
she is and isn't comfortable with - something she
seems perfectly capable of doing from what you've
written. If she doesn't like it, don't do it, and if
she does, do it as much as possible. Again, if you
think the mother is open-minded enough, I'd talk to
her. Say to her that you'll never do anything that the
girl doesn't want you to, but that you can't promise
any more than that. If she is still happy with you
associating with her daughter, then it's all well and
good - you are, to put it crudely, covered to some
extent. I hope all of this kind of made sense, and
bear in mind that I have _absolutely_ no experience
with situations of this kind, so take whatever I've
said with a good 'pinch of salt'. Plus, I'm not sure
exactly what the incident last year was, so what I've
said could be _wholly_ inappropriate. (I've mislaid my
link to the ASGL archives <Lloyd dons his fake blonde
pigtails, smiles sweetly at Ianthe, and flutters his
eyelashes>) I think you'll be best off to make _some_
kind of decision, though. Decide whether you will stay
with her come what may, or stop seeing her altogether.
Although you may regret the decision once you have
started to live with it, at least you will have made
one, and that should ease some of the turmoil.

--

'Redbeard', cheers for the Anne frank info, I'll have to
look into getting a copy. Just to be pedantic, it
_was_ written in German, as Anne was a German by
birth. Her family moved to Holland in 1933, I think,
when Hitler came to power. (If anyone knows any
different, please correct me.) I think the point you
made about us being "corrupt" and "depraved" was
right, but the fact is that both are very subjective
words. Like Ianthe said, we would all be considered
"depraved" and "corrupted" by a lot of people, many of
whom would be responsible for upholding laws like the
obscene publications act. It's only their opinion, but
sadly it is their opinion that counts. As for your
comment on the legality of this forum, I think it is
too harsh. In my opinion, if you are old enough to
make the decision to subscribe to this list, you are
old enough to read it.

--

'Sanctuary', I also have thought about the "public
relations" idea. We do need some kind of voice, but
it's a voice that's going to be hard to find. We're in
a classic Catch-22 situation. We can't really speak
out, as we would automatically be dubbed evil pervert
rapists, and our lives ruined in many ways. But until
we _can_ speak out, people will have no exposure to
what we're really like, and we won't lose our "evil
pervert rapist" tags. Sigh. The preaching to the
converted factor also sprang up in my mind before.

What we really need are some "tame" non-paedos in the
list. We're constantly bouncing off one another how
misunderstood we are, and how what we think isn't
wrong, and all this kind of thing. I think it would be
beneficial at times to have someone who would say
"whoa, hang on a minute, that's a little extreme" or
whatever.

--

'Run Runner', nice post. Welcome and everything. I like
your last paragraph. That's like my philosophy - I'm
not looking for intimacy, but if I were to find it, I
would take full advantage.

--

At last I've got round to 'Endlestar'. Things could get
_really_ screwed up from here on in. ;-) Right, start
off with my mum's wedding. Now, the ironic thing here
was that I _didn't_ have a crush on my cousin, nor
ever have I. The only time I'm "caught" making
paedophilic advances, and I _wasn't_. Typical, no?
That affection/obsession/confusion cycle sounded
familiar to me. basically all of my "romances" have
followed that kind of pattern. I'd see a girl (talking
"same-age" girls here), feel attracted to her,
fantasize about her, try and get up the courage to
make a move, fail to do so, and then forget about her.
I role-play entire conversations in my head. You ever
do that? I sort of internalise all of my conflicts.
I'd get p*ssed off at someone or whatever, and want to
confront them about something. In my head I'd sort of
play out what I'd say to them, but by the time I'd
done that, I'd get the catharsis thing, and no longer
have the necessary emotion to say to them what I
wanted. Kinda scary, really. On a side note, my
consciousness tends to shift rather abruptly and with
no predictable relativity to other people and random
human situations _without_ the aid of grass. Remind me
never to touch the stuff... ;-)

I get that "blasting people with negativity" thing
too. For no apparent reason I'll find fault with
somebody, and think how much better I am, while at the
same time hating myself because I hate people who
think they are superior. Weird.

Ah, yes, paedophiles and animals. (At this point the
Decency Police have a collective heart-attack) I can't
speak for anyone else, but I am also a cat-lover. (in
the regular sense of the word, not as in bestiality)
It's just that warm physical contact with another
living being that does it for me. And I think a cat is
a good stand in for an lg (again, not in _that_ kind
of way) You've got that same thing where you stroke
the cat, and it lets you know what it likes, guides
you even. Many posts ago somebody said that the love
from an lg was unconditional. I think this is grossly
inaccurate, as it suggests that whatever happens, they
will still love you, which _shouldn't_ be the case
(I'm talking in terms of possible abuse). It's the
same with cats - if you don't treat the cat right, you
get scratched, it will find another home. Dogs are more
forgiving, and will put up with more, which isn't always
a good thing. (No, honestly, I _don't_ smoke grass)

--

Well, that's about it for this week. To continue in
the vein of the "inappropriate cartoons", I saw an
"inappropriate bumper sticker" the other day (in a
shop, not on a car). It read "All Things Tight Are
Beautiful". No comment.

One little anecdote before I go.  I was travelling on
the train a week or so ago.  Due to the rail go-slow,
it was pretty crowded.  I was standing up, as were a
lot of others in the carriage (it was a fairly open
carriage, not one with only a narrow aisle).  At one
stop a pretty little seven year old came aboard.  (She
was wearing the most delightful trousers.  They were
slightly flared, and made out of this soft material -
I've got some made out of the same stuff, eminently
strokable, even _without_ lg legs inside - printed like
cow hide) She sat down cross-legged on the floor
drawing in a notebook.  She was a little way away from
me, and side on to me.  Opposite her stood two boys,
probably a year or so younger than me.  Now, every
little while she would look up at these boys with a
kind of wide-eyed look - really cute.  And these two
boys just blatantly ignored her!  I mean, they must
have noticed she was looking up at them, but they
didn't even smile, or say hello, or anything.  The
fools, that vision of loveliness was completely wasted
on them - why couldn't it have gone to someone
deserving like me?

Last bit for this week (no, really) - has anyone else
noticed the overwhelming number of images of lgs, well,
_everywhere_?  TV adverts, for example.  I'm certain
that more young girls than young boys are used in
adverts - it may just be that I notice the girls more,
but I don't think so.  Another example - a local
publication came through the door the other day.  On
the front was a picture of schoolchildren re: extension
of their school.  There were children, a few teachers,
and also a couple of construction workers standing in a
group, not posed (or at least, not looking posed).
Everyone was in dull, muted colours, their eyes not
really noticeable.  Everyone except one lg.  She was in
the centre of the picture, dressed in a bright jacket.
Her eyes were a beautiful blue, and you could really
see them staring out of the picture, sort of looking
above the camera, so it looked like she was looking
right up at you.  Now, everything seemed to fade into
the background except her, it was like she was the
subject.  It's things like that when you wonder if it
was a happy accident, or someone planned it.

Also, I'll have to advise all British gls to go out and
pick up a copy of the Christmas gifts catalogue from a
certain chain of British household shops (Ahem).  There
is a breathtakingly beautiful lg looking out from the
front cover, but the most interesting picture is
inside.  There is a young girl modelling a tiara, magic
wand and wings.  You see her from the waist up, asleep
on her front, her face on its side.  She wears the
tiara, wings... and _nothing else_.  Of course, you
don't actually _see_ anything, but it was just "f*ck
me, there's an erotic photograph in the catalogue of a
High Street chain store".  Good hunting, and bad luck
to anyone outside of England.

Now, this really is the end. Bye for now.

-------------------------------------------------------




'DD' writes;
-------------------------------------------------------

Hi everyone, long time no see.

I hope you are all well and I'm sorry I haven't posted
for a while ( sigh's of relief - he he ).  Its been
hectic to say the least here, moving house and a new
job have all added to pressures.  Things were going
along just fine until this weekend.  In fact things
were so good and uneventful it was great.  The 'calm
before the storm' I suppose, oh well :.  Laura's mom has
a new guy in her life, and I suppose it had to be
expected, yeah you guessed it he doesn't like or
approve of me.  Despite the fact that he is well aware
that Laura's mom and I are just good platonic friends,
he has assumed 'moral guardianship' over Laura and her
brother.

The net result of this is mass conflict all round, as
he thinks I am a bad influence, and too close to Laura
and her brother for their own good.  Today I visited
them and found Laura very tearful, and her brother in a
real sulk because this asshole has just put the block
on a weekend event we were all, including mom, supposed
to be attending.

I managed to get some quality time alone with Laura,
and she just hugged me so tightly she squeezed the life
out of me, saying over and over that she loved me.  My
usual resolve left me and I cried bitterly.  He has
made it clear that he doesn't want me around, and that
he finds me a pain, but my real worry is that something
may be said by Laura, as she is very strong willed and
fiercely self reliant, so she may, in the heat of the
moment say something regrettable, although I doubt it,
but you just never know.

Her mom's attitude is one of total non-committal, she
has no opinion either way is seems, she just tells me
to ignore it and all will be well.  She is happy for us
just to be pal's, and seeing Laura is not a problem for
her at all, its just this dipstick that thinks he is,
all of a sudden the master of the situation, but I
can't in all honesty interfere in the domestic
situation because I'm just a casual friend of the
family, not including my love for Laura of course, that
must always be a secret.  What do I do?, do I walk away
and break a lg's heart, and mine, or do I just tolerate
this knowing it can only get worse.  In which case the
lid may blow off the whole sordid mess, leaving
everyone destroyed.

I can't loose her, my life revolves around her, and she
is all I live for.

To quote Tennyson,

 My love is love not know before,
 my love is greater passion now.
 Though mixed with God and nature thou,
 I seem to love thee more and more.

Yours on a precipice,

'DD'
------------------------------------------------------------------




'Redbeard' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

To 'Humbert II':

You have hit upon one of the finest wonders of the
world - a sexualised little girl, and like me seven
years ago, are coping as best as can be.

The child protection experts tell us that such girls
are always sexualised 'by others', either adults or
affected peers.  I'm not so sure, and would like to
know where they got their information to support such a
claim.

From my own childhood memories, I recall certain
activities (which I knew grown-ups frowned on) gave me
a delicious pleasure.  I did not analyse why then, but
in hindsight they were definitely sexual.  I was not
guided by others (except maybe my sister) and certainly
not by any adult.  I found them out for myself, yet I
was half the age of consent and less.  These illicit
pleasures were every bit as fun as a fairground ride,
and I recognise them now when enjoying adult
relationships - it probably helps them along.  As I
entered my teens, I had an intense and fully sexual
fascination with the opposite sex, and had I been given
the opportunity, I would have been thrilled and
delighted to explore it to the full.  A European au-pair,
6 years older than me, whom I endeavoured to seduce at
the age of 13 was so touched by my attention, she gave
me her tv as a leaving present.  It was entirely my
doing.

Although not by any chance in the majority, I have from
time to time met girls of a similar frame of mind.
They are often highly intelligent, and quite capable of
finding out things for themselves.  One I know
personally I have written about here at length; another
is Anne Frank.  One facet of an intelligent mind is an
eagerness to seek pleasure, and seeking pleasure must
be one of the strongest motives for most children.  It
is hardly surprising that a kind and highly-regarded
man willing to go along with her activities, and yet
respect her absolutely, is highly prized.  It puts such
a man in a terribly frustrating position, especially if
he is only too happy to respond, but daren't because of
the consequences.

He is in a double-bind.  Like children everywhere, the
ploys used to persuade adults to give children what
they want are ruthless, instinctive yet quite
calculated, be it the latest toy, or a cuddle in an
exciting place!  If children had not evolved this
ability, then it is unlikely that adults would feed
them and house them.  Not being abandoned at birth has
given the human being considerable advantages in nature
over its competing predators.

Unfortunately, the law in many countries does not
permit those under 16 the right to demand or even
consent to cuddles in some exciting places.  Some kids
are law-abiding and are put off trying, but there will
always be those who believe illegality enhances the
thrill.

If there is a victim, it is not the child, but the
targeted adult, who is only trying to do the best in a
difficult situation.

The solution to Humbert II's situation must eventually
be for society (and therefore the lawmakers) to
distinguish between:

1. a sexual relationship initiated primarily for the
child's pleasure, which the adult willingly and
mutually enjoys.  The consequence of this is for the
child to grow up retaining his or her sexual appetite
through life, and which would be an ongoing blessing
and a source of joy; or

2. a sexual relationship entered into by the child
reluctantly or through coercion and primarily for the
adult's pleasure, which the child tolerates at the
time.  The consequence of this is for the child to grow
up regretting his or her early sexual adventure, and
ending up in adulthood unable to enjoy a healthy sex
life.

I do not think it likely for society at large, or even
the child protection experts to be able to work out the
distinction - hence the blanket ban.  It is therefore
down to us here, and I welcome ideas.

'Redbeard'
----------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings digest ]



* UK: _Anti-paedophile vigilante in court on kidnap charges_
* UK: _Marathon court hearing over vigilante violence_
* UK: _Appeals court rules on indecent images cases_
* UK: _Letter to The Guardian_
* UK: _Abuse witch-hunt traps innocent in a net of lies_

* USA: Privacy: _Ruling a partial win for online anonymity_
* UK: Censorship: _Why can't Billy Elliot be seen by 11 year olds?_
* UK: Statistics: _NSPCC's overly wide definitions of 'abuse'_

* USA: Art note: Judy Fox - Satyr's Daughters.




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Anti-paedophile vigilante in court on kidnap charges_

16th November 2000.

A man who proclaimed his plans to 'name and shame'
paedophiles on his website is due to appear in court
charged with conspiring to abduct a child.

Stuart Carnie, 37, from Aberdeen, runs Caring for
Children.

Mr Carnie is one of several people charged in
connection with the alleged abduction of an 11-year-old
girl.  Northumbria Police said he would be appearing
before Durham Crown Court tomorrow.

Mr Carnie has come under fire after he said he would
soon publish names, addresses and photographs of
convicted paedophiles on his website.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Marathon court hearing over vigilante violence_

26th October 2000.

More than 30 people were brought before a marathon
court hearing yesterday to face allegations that they
took part in violence during the anti-paedophile
protests and vigilante activity that convulsed a
Portsmouth housing estate [US: 'housing project'] in
the summer.

A procession of defendants was brought before a
district judge during the four-hour session
resulting from a Hampshire Police investigation -
dubbed Operation Sackville - into the seven nights
of vigilantism on the streets of Paulsgrove in
August this year.

Portsmouth City Council, landlord to many of the
accused, said yesterday that it is considering evicting
any of those convicted by the courts on the basis that
they were guilty of anti-social behaviour.

The allegations against the protesters, consisting of
14 adults and 21 minors who cannot be named - painted a
graphic picture in court of the nature of the violence
that gripped Paulsgrove between 3 and 10 August.

Minutes later they were told that such was the gravity
of the allegations they face that they could only be
tried at a crown court.

The week-long violence outside the homes of suspected and
often mistargeted "paedophiles" left behind it in
August a trail of graffiti, broken windows, burnt-out
cars and the 10 empty homes of innocent families and
individuals who fled the estate.

-----------------------------------------------------------





UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

24th November 2000

_Appeals court rules on indecent images cases_

The Appeals court has ruled that cases involving the
possession of indecent images of children should each
be judged on their individual merits.  Lord Justice
Kennedy cut on appeal the sentences of two men to 18
months. A third man, previously imprisoned for three
months, was given a conditional discharge and released
from prison.

--

Full law report:

Court of Appeal.  Criminal Division.  Published
November 21, 2000.

Regina v Toomer.
Regina v Powell.
Regina v Mould.

Before Lord Justice Kennedy, Mr Justice Bell
and Mr Justice Hooper.  Judgment November 6, 2000

The appropriate sentence for offences of downloading
or distributing pornographic photographs of children
ranged between three years imprisonment and a fine,
depending on whether there was evidence of large scale
commercial distribution or exploitation or whether the
offence consisted merely of an isolated instance of
possession.

Where, between those extremes, any particular offence
fell depended upon all the circumstances of a
particular case.

The Court of Appeal, Criminal Division, so held in
dealing in each case with offences under section 1 of
the Protection of Children Act 1978, when:

(i) allowing an appeal by Martin Charles Toomer against
a total sentence of 24 months imprisonment imposed in
July 2000 by Judge Darlow at Southampton Crown Court;

(ii) allowing an appeal by Michael Edmund Powell
against a total sentence of three years imprisonment,
imposed in July 1999 by Mr Recorder David Aubrey, QC,
at Cardiff Crown Court and

(iii) allowing an appeal by David Frederick Mould
against a sentence of three months imprisonment imposed
on October 10, 2000 by Judge Anthony at Hove Crown
Court.

Mr K. J. Baumber, assigned by the Registrar of
Criminal Appeals, for Toomer; Mr Andrew Taylor for
Powell; Miss Shamini Jayanathan for the Crown; Mr John
Burton for Mould; Mr John Tanzer for the Crown.


LORD JUSTICE KENNEDY, giving the judgment of the court,
said that it was now possible to use the Internet to
gain access to child pornography, which could then be
downloaded and distributed.

Section 160(1) of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 made it
an offence for a person to have in his possession an
indecent photograph or pseudo-photograph and for more
serious offences there was section 1 of the 1978 Act.

By section 6 of that Act the maximum sentence for an
offence under section 1 was three years imprisonment.

The most substantial sentences were for those
downloading and distributing on a commercial basis,
especially if they had previous convictions.

Their Lordships had considered the following
authorities: R v Holloway ((1982) 4 Cr App R (S) 128),
R v Littleford ((1984) 6 Cr App R (S) 272), R v Holt
((1995) 16 Cr App R (S) 510), R v McGuigan ((1996) 2 Cr
App R (S) 253) , R v Travell ((1997) 1 Cr App R (S)
52), R v Caley ((1999) 2 Cr App R (S) 154), R v James
((2000) 2 Cr App R (S) 258) and R v Bolingbroke (The
Times August 16, 2000) from which it was possible to
extract the following principles:

1 Sentences up to the statutory maximum should be
imposed where there was evidence of commercial or large
scale exploitation.  The amount of material distributed
was significant, especially if there were previous
convictions.

2 Non-custodial disposals were to be reserved for
isolated possession offences and for passing to one
other recipient, where there was no commercial element.

3 Where, between those two extremes, any particular
offence fell depended upon the circumstances.  Other
factors to be taken into account were the quantity,
quality and nature of the material, and any element of
exploitation or commercial gain.

4 The character of the defendant and the effect of the
conviction upon the individual were relevant factors.

5 It was of great importance to take into account of a
plea of guilty, particularly when coupled with
co-operation from the outset of the investigation.

Applying those principles to the appellants:

Toomer had been sentenced to concurrent terms of 12
months imprisonment for 30 offences of making indecent
photographs or pseudo-photographs of children contrary
to section 1(1)(a) of the 1978 Act and to 24 months
imprisonment concurrent for two offences of
distributing such photographs, contrary to section
1(1)(b), making a total of 24 months.  It was submitted
on appeal that full weight had not been given to his
plea of guilty and the extent of his co-operation.  In
their Lordships' view the proper sentences for the
section 1(1)(b) offences was 18 months imprisonment and
that would be substituted making a total of 18 months
in all.

Powell had pleaded guilty to making an indecent
photograph or pseudo photograph of a child, contrary to
section 1(1)(a) of the 1978 Act, possessing an indecent
photograph of a child, contrary to section 160(1) of
the 1988 Act, a further offence contrary to section
1(1)(a) and one offence of distributing such
photographs, contrary to section 1(1)(b), for which he
was sentenced to concurrent terms of three months
imprisonment each for the first two offences, and 18
months imprisonment each consecutive for the last two
offences, making a total of three years.  Clearly that
was a serious matter but in view of his positively good
character and immediate admissions the appropriate
sentence was a total of 18 months imprisonment.

Mould's conviction was for an isolated offence
involving one photograph, for which he was sentenced to
three months imprisonment.  It was clearly a case where
a substantial fine would have been the appropriate
sentence but, as he had already served part of his
sentence, that sentence would be quashed, to allow for
his immediate release, and he would be made the subject
of a conditional discharge for 12 months.

 Solicitors: Bernard de Maid & Co, Cardiff; Crown
 Prosecution Service, Cardiff; Kingsley Napley; Crown
 Prosecution Service, Horsham.

-----------------------------------------------------------





Letter printed in the Guardian newspaper...
-----------------------------------------------------------

November 24th 2000

Jack Person (not my real name) writes:

I would like to add to the obituary of Dr Mervin Glasser
(November 21).

I was a non-abusing paedophile attracted to
pre-adolescent boys, and was treated by Dr Glasser at
the Portman Clinic between 1972 and 1975.  By the time
I left his care, I no longer had that sexuality and was
well within the bounds of a normal adult emotional and
sexual life.  It is not in the nature of a
psychoanalytic relationship that one knows one's
analyst, of course, but I can say this: my power to
live a normal rewarding and useful life is due to that
helping relationship.  My freedom to love my partner is
a freedom born of Dr Glasser's relationship with me.

In the current, malignant atmosphere, in which a top
policeman (Commander John 0'Connor, News of the World,
August 13 2000) can say "in all my long career, I have
never known a paedophile to give up his compulsive lust
and be cured," Dr Glasser's work stands as a monument
to another, benign view of humanity.  It is possible
for paedophiles and other sufferers of damaging sexual
distresses to self-correct, learn and grow.

Dr Glasser's work shows that the way forward to solving
the problem of child sex abuse is not via the pogroms
of Paulsgrove, fed by the right-wing press, but via a
qualitative increase in curative facilities, not just
for abusers, but for all those suffering from damaging
sexual dysfunctions.

-----------------------------------------------------------





UK: feature article:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Abuse witch-hunt traps innocent in a net of lies_

  Public alarm over paedophiles has led to a relentless
  'trawl' for sex perverts. David Rose and Gary Horne report
  on one man whose life was ruined when he fell victim to the
  wave of panic.

November 26th 2000

In a spartan 'special-visits' room at Wakefield prison,
Roy Shuttleworth leans across the bolted-down table and
displays his most treasured possessions: letters and
cards from his wife, Irene.  'My darling, innocent
Roy,' one begins, 'I am as much in love with you as the
day we met nearly 40 years ago.  My only wish is to
spend what life we have left together.  I only hope
nothing happens to either one of us, because I know the
other will die of a broken heart.'

As he speaks of his shattered family, he makes no
attempt to hide his grief.  His children, Roy junior
and Suzanne, cross the Pennines from Cheshire to visit
him twice a month.  Now 67, the pale, broken man they
find is a ghost of the jolly paterfamilias they see in
family photos.  This former champion swimmer, mining
foreman and long-distance truck driver is serving a
10-year sentence for crimes deemed by some to be worse
than murder - 11 counts of sexual assault and buggery
against boys once in his care.  From his arrest in
1995, he has protested his innocence.  Although it
could shorten his sentence by two years, he refuses to
take the prison sex offender treatment programme: 'How
can I sit there in a so-called therapy group talking
about my crimes if I haven't committed them?  And
listening to them who has done it - it's disgusting.'
Tonight, after five months of investigation, the BBC
Panorama programme will reveal dramatic new evidence
supporting Shuttleworth's claim of innocence, including
evidence from former residents at the home where he
worked - Greystone Heath in Warrington - who refute key
elements of the prosecution case, contradicting key
elements in the stories told by Shuttleworth's alleged
victims.  One man, confronted by huge discrepancies in
his story, has now changed it beyond recognition from
the version he gave in court.

All of the eight men who made allegations against
Shuttleworth have criminal records for dishonesty;
three were serving seven-year sentences when they
testified.  Three have since allegedly disclosed they
fabricated their claims for money, hoping to be awarded
compensation from the government criminal injuries
scheme and from civil actions against Liverpool City
Council, which owned and ran Greystone Heath.  The
rewards from this process may run to more than 100,000
[UK pounds - approx $150,000] for each claimant.

It would be deeply disturbing if Shuttleworth's story
was an isolated case.  But it is not.  Since the time
allegations of sexual abuse in care homes first
surfaced in North Wales in 1991, more than 100 former
care workers have been convicted and jailed for terms
of up to 18 years.  Some of them, perpetrators of foul
and degrading crimes whose victims were long
disbelieved, confessed to the police and pleaded
guilty.  Others, like Shuttleworth, continue to protest
their innocence.

Police investigations into care-home abuse have become
an unregulated phenomenon with 90 separate inquiries
under way at present, and thousands of former and
serving care workers and teachers under suspicion.
Officers from a single inquiry in South Wales recently
announced they had more than 500 suspects.

All are using 'the trawl' - the highly unusual method
piloted in North Wales and by the Cheshire force that
investigated Greystone Heath.  It relies, not on
victims coming forward, but on the police visiting
hundreds or thousands of men once at a particular care
home to discover if they were abused.  Shuttleworth's
solicitor, Chris Saltrese, calls it a 'begging bowl
operation, a hunt for allegations'.  Some of those
identified this way are genuine abusers.  But as
Shuttleworth's case shows, it is a blunt weapon, likely
to produce false allegations.

The trawl that led to Shuttleworth's conviction began
with a single allegation from a resident of Greystone
Heath, a prolific offender sent there by the courts.
Early in 1994 'Paul' (the law says alleged victims of
sexual offences must have their identities protected)
found himself in the custody of the police.  He told
them that nine months earlier he had been driving his
car in Widnes when he saw a former Greystone worker,
Alan Langshaw, leaving the magistrates' court with a
boy.  This, he said, brought back the horror of the
sexual abuse Langshaw inflicted on him at the home
during the 1970s.

'Paul' made a statement, and in the days that followed,
accused a further 17 former care workers, including Roy
Shuttleworth.  Without independent evidence his claims
posed a serious problem for the police.  However, two
years earlier the media had fiercely criticised the
failure of police in North Wales to bring the
perpetrators of sexual abuse in local homes to justice.
The Cheshire officers talking to 'Paul' did not want to
expose themselves to similar attacks.  The force
decided to set up a major investigation - Operation
Granite.

Using health, prison and benefit records, the police
traced hundreds of former Greystone residents.  At
least 1,000 made statements, though only a small
minority claimed they were victims.  When the police
arrested Langshaw, he confessed almost immediately and
was finally jailed for eight years.  Langshaw's
Greystone Heath contemporary, Roy Shuttleworth, was a
different matter.

There were striking differences.  Langshaw, a gay
single man, had a private flat at Greystone Heath where
he could lock the door and do as he pleased with his
victims, immune from scrutiny.  Shuttleworth lived on
the campus with his wife and children.  He had come
into care work in his forties, when his wife Irene,
sick of his absences driving HGVs, persuaded him to
apply for a joint post as houseparents.  The couple did
everything together.  Why such a man would want to
abuse young boys is a matter for psychologists.  How he
could have done so is a crucial question on which his
proof of innocence turns.

The vital principle which trawl inquiries must follow
is to avoid 'leading' potential witnesses by planting
ideas in their minds.  Professor Mike McConville of
Warwick University, an authority on miscarriages of
justice, tells tonight's Panorama how easy it is to
generate a false allegation in this way.  The police,
he points out, do not simply record what interviewees
say: they write up their statements from lengthy
question and answer sessions, and it is impossible to
tell the spontaneous account from one which has been
suggested.

By telling interviewees they were investigating sexual
abuse and reminding them of the names of care staff,
detectives could sow the seeds of a wrongful
conviction.  McConville believes that introducing
mandatory taping of all detective-witness encounters in
trawl investigations is urgently needed.

When talks with police generate untrue statements, says
McConville, the witness will almost invariably 'adopt'
the misleading account as his own.  In the present
climate, a wrongly accused care worker is the deadly
foe.

Panorama's investigation revealed that this process was
at work in Operation Granite.  A former Greystone
inmate who left the home seven years before
Shuttleworth began to work there in 1974 made a graphic
statement, describing how Shuttleworth had forced him
to masturbate him in the shower.  The man sticks to his
account now, insisting that Shuttleworth abused him.
But the man got Shuttleworth's name from the police who
descended 'out of the blue' one day in 1995.  The
detectives, he says, showed him photographs of
Shuttleworth and told him they were investigating
claims he was a paedophile.

The case reveals a second, deadly way in which wrongful
convictions can be generated by trawls - the lure of
compensation.  After the man had made his statement,
the police suggested he see a solicitor.  He went to
Abney Garsden McDonald in Cheadle, which by early 1995
was co-ordinating actions for damages on behalf of
alleged abuse victims throughout the North-West.
(Today there are more than 700 claimants in these
actions, all funded by legal aid, 350 of whom the
Cheadle firm represents.)  The lawyers told him he had
two ways of making a claim: the Government criminal
injuries compensation scheme, and a civil action
against Greystone's operators, Liverpool City Council.
He began to pursue both courses.  Only then did the
police realise the discrepancy over dates, forcing him
to withdraw from both the criminal and civil legal
process.  The police have taken an unusually close
interest in the compensation aspect of the case.
Senior officers visited the government scheme's Glasgow
headquarters and persuaded them to waive the normal
three-year time limit for claimants.  They also had
meetings with Peter Garsden, Abney Garsden McDonald's
lead partner in the abuse cases, and with other lawyers
involved in the civil actions.

'It very quickly became apparent that it was important
for us and the police to have a symbiotic
relationship,' Garsden says.  'For example, the police
would want us to refer any new complaints of abuse that
they didn't know about to them, because it would help
them in their process.  We depended on them, because we
wanted as much information about the pending criminal
trials as possible.'

Garsden also appointed a 'press relations officer' who
succeeded in getting articles placed in the local media
which made it clear that victims might be able to claim
thousands of pounds in damages.  A former Greystone
resident, Eric Oldham, went to the firm and lodged a
claim after seeing this publicity.  Only after he had
made his statement for the lawyers did he agree to talk
to the police.

In McConville's eyes, this relationship between
criminal and civil justice was risky.  'You cannot have
a cheque book investigation in a criminal case.
Victims can be legitimately assisted in pursuing
compensation, that's one thing, but you must not have
the issue of compensation colouring their accounts.'

In some cases, the relation between lawyers and police
has been closer still.  'The police have been very
helpful,' says solicitor Keith Robinson, handling over
100 abuse claims.  'I have had several clients who have
been referred to me by officers.  They will often
supply important documents, such as unused material
from a trial and supporting evidence.'

A third and final factor made the position in which
Shuttleworth found himself more perilous still.

In 1991, a House of Lords judgment in the case known as
Director of Public Prosecutions versus P changed the
law.  Normally, an allegation of a criminal offence has
to stand or fall on its own merits: if a witness
accusing someone of sexual abuse was sufficiently
credible, or could adduce supporting evidence, then an
abuser would be convicted.  Until 1991, multiple
allegations against the same person could only be held
to be mutually corroborating if there were 'striking
similarities' between the alleged crimes, indicating a
criminal's 'signature,' a distinct modus operandi.  But
the judgment removed this protection.  In effect, the
courts have accepted the idea of 'corroboration by
volume'.

Peter Garsden insists that every allegation in the 700
cases he is co-ordinating is true, because nobody would
be prepared to put up with the unpleasant business of
giving evidence unless they were telling the truth.  He
further believes he is, literally, fighting the forces
of Satan: 'I believe that we're messing with the Devil,
because you know, child abuse is evil, and the people
that get involved in it are powerful, manipulative
people.  And they will do their level best to stop us
succeeding and stop us getting justice for the
victims.'

Garsden, who is also executive officer of the national
Association of Child Abuse Lawyers, says that even when
discrepancies occur between allegations and known
facts, this doesn't cast doubt on their story: their
memory may have deceived them over some of the details,
but the one thing they will always remember is how they
were abused, and by whom.

Lesley Cohen from Nottingham, who has prepared reports
for more than 100 victims disagreed.  'You cannot tell
from using a psychometric assessment whether a person
has experienced [the abuse] they're talking about.'

The seven men who gave evidence accusing Shuttleworth
all made criminal injuries claims, most before his
trial; all have also lodged civil actions.  One already
had been convicted and jailed in 1991 for conspiracy to
defraud the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board.

A psychiatric assessment dating from 1983 described
this claimant as 'unable to separate fact from
fantasy'.  Nevertheless, as the trial opened at Chester
Crown Court in May 1996, the police were convinced that
he and the other men were telling the truth.

Shuttleworth's defence scored important points.  For
example, faced with the difficulty that Shuttleworth
had no private space to take his supposed victims, the
complainants claimed they'd been abused in public parts
of the home.  One, 'Dave', said he had a key to the
swimming pool where he worked alone as a cleaner and
Shuttleworth used to abuse him there.

Peter McCudden, the former head of PE, said this was
untrue: there were only two keys to the swimming pool,
guarded religiously by himself and the duty head, and
anyone found alone there would be banned from the pool
for life.  The discrepancies were ignored by the jury.
The judge described the men as 'coming forward', and
asked the jury to consider how they could have made
their claims independently unless they were true.  But
they had not 'come forward'.

Panorama tested 'Dave's' story further.  He also
claimed that Shuttleworth used to wake him in the
dormitory and take him away to abuse him at night.  We
traced two of his former room-mates, both of whom
insisted such a thing was impossible: they would have
known.  They denied Dave's claim that one of them had
also been abused.  One, abused by Langshaw, is now a
successful entrepreneur who asked to remain anonymous.
He said: 'No, no, not in this world, no, no, never -
Shuttleworth never did anything to me.'  This was
nothing to the unravelling of the claims of another
witness - 'Jim'.  He claimed he was assaulted one
afternoon in the shower in a brutal attack which ended
in buggery and lasted for 10 to 15 minutes.  Finally,
he said, he pushed Shuttleworth off him, banging his
head against the shower door, and ran wrapped in a
towel to the headmaster's office.

But 'Jim' would have had to run 400 yards in full view
of the road and passers-by who used Greystone Heath as
a short cut - on his account, crying, screaming and
bleeding from his anus.  Unfortunately, the trial never
heard crucial details of the evening shower routine
which cast further doubt: the shower was open, with no
door against which Shuttleworth could bang his head.
The boys showered together in a tightly supervised
regimen, with two staff patrolling.  'There was never
any stragglers,' says Lee Fielding, once 'Jim's' best
friend.

Confronted by Panorama with these discrepancies, Jim
changed his story: the attack, he said, lasted only 'a
matter of seconds'; and he was no longer sure whether
he had been penetrated.  His one-time friend Lee then
asked how he could have left the building, because the
doors were always locked.  'Jim' claimed he jumped from
a first-floor window - a detail he never mentioned
before.  Last week we went back to Greystone Heath and
found - as Lee had told us

- that the windows were restrained by metal brackets,
and could not open more than three inches.  'Oh, aye,'
'Jim' said.  'I was skinny in them days.'  Our
inquiries found problems with the evidence of all the
witnesses.  The more we checked it, the more it fell
apart.

Some of this fresh evidence was available when
Shuttleworth applied for leave to appeal in 1999.  The
most dramatic example was the story of 'Tony,' who
claimed Shuttleworth bent him over his bed and started
to bugger him, and that he screamed and bit
Shuttleworth's finger so hard he fell to the floor in
agony.  He claimed that another care worker, Phil
Fiddler, was drawn by the commotion and was told by
Shuttleworth (with trousers, presumably, at half-mast)
that 'Tony' had attacked him.

In 1997, 'Tony' gave evidence in Fiddler's own trial.
This time he claimed that Fiddler bent him over his bed
and started to bugger him, and that he screamed and bit
Fiddler's finger so hard he fell to the floor in agony.
Drawn by the commotion, he said another care worker,
Ted Tipton, entered the room and Fiddler told him (with
trousers, presumably, at half-mast) that 'Tony' had
attacked him.  Fiddler's jury acquitted him of all
charges.  It was a carbon copy of the evidence against
Shuttleworth.  As Fiddler's barrister told the court,
he had to be lying.  In tonight's Panorama, another
former Greystone resident who met 'Tony' in prison
describes how he boasted that he was making false
allegations for money, adding: 'You should try it
yourself.'

At about the same time as Fiddler's trial,
Shuttleworth's solicitor, Chris Saltrese, traced
'Paul', the man whose claims had first triggered
Operation Granite.  He admitted he had fabricated his
allegations against Shuttleworth, and agreed to
consider making a statement saying so.  However, after
consulting his lawyer, he declined.  He is still
claiming compensation - although by the time of
Shuttleworth's trial, the police had decided not to
call him as a witness.  The reason, an internal police
memo records, was that 'doubts must be cast on his
competence as a credible prosecution witness'.

Shuttleworth was refused leave to appeal.  Last year
Irene suffered a heart attack and died.  Shuttleworth
was allowed to throw a handful of earth on her coffin
handcuffed to a prison officer.

'My life is in fragments,' he says.  'I am in darkness.
What those men's lies have taken away can never be put
back.  All there is left is to clear my name.'


* BBC Panorama's investigation, In the Name of the Children,
is on BBC1 tonight (Sunday 26th November 2000) at 10.15pm.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Net privacy:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Ruling a partial win for online anonymity_

17th November 2000

In what cyber-privacy advocates are calling a partial
victory, a ruling by a Pittsburgh judge should make it
harder to unmask anonymous online authors.

A judge in Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas wrote
that people bringing such suits must show the merits
of their complaints when seeking to uncover online
critics, who often write using pseudonyms.

A plaintiff, he wrote, "should not be able to use the
rules of discovery to obtain the identity of an anonymous
publisher simply by filing a complaint that may, on its
face, be without merit."

Ann Beeson, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties
Union, which represented the defendant, said the opinion
was the first time a judge had applied such logic to an
online defamation dispute.

"This is a great precedent for us," Beeson said. "It
means in the vast majority of cases the defendants will
win" by preserving their anonymity.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Press movie comment:
-----------------------------------------------------------

14th November 2000

[The movie] Billy Elliot has a 15 certificate, and so
does Blair Witch 2.  [...]  What is the point of making
a film about an inspirational 11-year-old that you have
to be at least 15 to see?  And what does it say about
us as a culture, that film critics didn't focus
strongly on this significant, and worrying, anomaly?

I think it says quite a lot.  First, let's be clear
about the kind of censorship that is being imposed on
us here.  It is class censorship, designed to protect
children whose real lives don't expose them to the kind
of life lived by Billy and his friends.  It has to be.
Everyone agrees that Billy Elliot was strong on social
realism, so an 11-year-old viewing the movie would by
definition be exposed to nothing more than the real
issues faced by all little boys and girls of Billy's
age and class.

Bad language, violence, budding young sexuality - both
gay and straight - political struggle, poverty.  What
kind of society do we live in, where some working-class
children are actually living lives like this - while
others cannot even be taken by their parents to see it?
[...]

-----------------------------------------------------------





Statistics: Press comment on last week's NSPCC report:
-----------------------------------------------------------

24th November 2000

[...]             [the NSPCC's] definition of abuse
includes being shown pornographic videos, magazines,
computer images or photographs, or being hugged or
kissed in a sexual way.  But is all this sexual abuse?
The term abuse surely denotes an unequal relationship
of power between a child and an older person, not the
immature fumblings of teenage peers.  [...]

----------------------------------------------------------




Art note:
----------------------------------------------------------

Judy Fox, PPOW Gallery, New York, USA.  Feb 17 - Mar 23
2000.

In her "Satyr's Daughters" Fox explores the paradox of
child nudity as dual representation of sexuality and
innocence with four nude life-size seven year old
girls, each representing a different ethnic group,
placed on pedestals.  Almost in another room, but near
enough to take in the exquisitely detailed
terracota-and-glaze girls with his gaze, is a
lascivious satyr-man of indeterminate race, balancing
gracefully with one foot on the floor, his penis
neither erect nor flaccid.  The walls are painted a
deep forest green.

-----------------------------------------------------------




--
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'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

'DD' wrote:
>What do I do?, do I walk away and break a lg's heart, and
>mine, or do I just tolerate this knowing it can only get
>worse.

As long as Laura is willing to see you then there is no
reason to walk away.  You may have to see her when
mom's boyfriend is not around but if Laura is as strong
willed as you say then it shouldn't be too much of a
problem.  When J...'s mom got a new boyfriend it was
the end of my relationship with her because they
withdrew her from me and since she was only 9 she had
no way of opposing his opinion.  To this day I believe
that it was this boyfriend who caused J...'s mom to
question the situation and begin to turn J... against
me.  Saddest of all is that they are no longer together
and neither are J... and I.  If you can still see
Laura, do it.  Maybe you two will outlast the
boyfriend.

--

I had a special treat yesterday.

I was at a local park by my former residence practising
my sport, waiting to go visit with my children for a
while when a group of children began to show interest
in what I was doing.  I must admit that I allowed the
ball to get close to them but I'm glad I did.  I ending
up showing them how to play the game and while the
older boys were practising I got to give rides to one
of the girls.  One of them was a little shy and did not
want to be handled but liked to be chased.  The other
girl wanted to be carried and teased.  We all had fun
joking and running and playing.

I am a little sore today because it has been a long
time since I have had that much physical activity.  In
fact I had to stop before I actually had to leave
because I was so tired but what a reason to be tired,
eh?

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'Mandrake' sez:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all.  It has been a long time since I have
written to ASGL.  A lot has happened to me since the
last time.  I've decided to become more forward in this
handle, since it is my favourite.  To let all those who
are new or might not know me I have been reading and/or
writing to ASGL almost since it was started.  Back when
the Internet wasn't all cluttered the way it is now.

Why am I writing after a long lull?  I've decided to be
a little more forth coming of who what I am, starting
here.  So much good stuff and horrible stuff has
happened to me, especially in the last year and a half.
I've lost much and gained little.  I've missed contact
with some of you guys (and girls, Isabel?), like
Flickorna.  Other people never seemed to return to the
list.  I've been still waiting to see what happened to
Peter with his little girlfriend.

What has happened to me?  I would like to start off at
the top.  First was one of the longest and most
satisfying relationships I've had the privilege of being
part of.  Her name was "Kyra" (I so much want to use her
real name of her and all those that follow but I that
could endanger my safety and theirs if the wrong people
are reading this).  Kyra was and still is the smartest
and strongest willed girl I have ever known.  I knew
since she was 5, got into a very deep loving
relationship when she was 7.  We never had sex and
didn't kiss all that much, but did have some various
contact with each other.  My biggest mistake I ever did
to her was when I made a very blatant point of telling
her one day that I loved her.  Though she very smart
for her age, she didn't know how to handle that.

She liked me yes, but she couldn't love me the same way
I loved her.  Before and after that VERY stupid
mistake, she couldn't really express herself with me
really, unless there was some pretense to a game
or, believe it or not, close to a full moon.  Whenever
the moon the fullest or close to it, she was more
affectionate of her feelings.  She was embarrassed at
times to show them to me.  One time, I remembered Kyra
giving me Eskimo kisses, that is rubbing her nose to
mine, when she saw me, but stopped doing it as soon
someone blustered out it was 'like a kiss'.  I remember
another time of giving great satisfaction I gave this
huge box, and she had no idea of what it was.  When she
opened it, there another box and Kyra kept opening
smaller and smaller boxes until she opened the last box
that contained a beautiful gold necklace.  She was
ecstatic.

When we stopped seeing each other, it was a series of
complicated events in her family's life and my own life
that prevented from seeing each other.  The last time I
ever had contact with her was when I called her to see
how she was doing.  She still liked me, but her mother
didn't want me seeing her anymore because of some of
things she heard about me.  Instead of the mother
confronting me or talking to me of how I felt about her
daughter she decided to forbid me from seeing with her
daughter.  I personally blame a "friend" of mine for
what happened.  But some of it could be my fault.  I
kind of knew that the mother liked me a little bit more
than she should of, I spent a lot of time there, and
believe me, if she wasn't married, I would of gotten a
little more than involved with her also.  I guess since
she found out that I was more interested in her
daughter, that it might of upset her, but I don't know
how much since she still acted like my friend.

I suppose that I gotten off lucky since she could flew
off the handle and press charges against me.  That's
where I would like to the next relationships and how
some it went downhill from there.

After the Kyra affair.  I was feeling lonely I decided
to peruse these sisters I saw hanging out at an
establishment.  I befriended the father and found out
that there was a total of 5 daughters!  Needless to say
I French kissed two of them, some of the first I ever
had with a little girl.  I played some tie-up games
with another one.  she liked to pretend to be tied up
and be helpless.  The youngest one began kissing me
all the time.  All that time, I was trying fill the void
of missing Kyra.  During this time the father liked me,
but the mother hated me and mistrusted me for awhile I
that she warmed up, but I should of known better.  In
the end I was arrested by the police.  I had bad
feeling at the time and for those of you out, if YOU
ever have bad feeling about a relationship cut it off.
My big regret was me trying to tempt fate to see how
long I could keep going.  The mother who didn't care
for me made a complaint.

When they arrested me, I was in shock.  I couldn't
believe it.  They didn't have any charges on me.  but
they could hold me for three days until they could.
After those assholes tried to use various tactics on me
to try to stick a charge on me.  They didn't tell me
what was going on except for making vague threats and
references of what was going to happen to me if I
didn't cooperate with them.  I feel so lucky to have a
strong family to back me up at the time.  They were
able to get a barrister for me.  One of my family
members tried to see me when I was in jail but was
denied.  The kicker was that same detective that denied
that family member's visit went to the place I was living
at, which was also owned and lived by that family member,
to pretend that that they were looking for me, and
wanted to take a look instead.  He eyeballed that
fuc*er of a detective and said "You goddamn well know
where Mandrake is!".  So was then denied access to the
flat I was living at.

Needless to say there is still a trial pending, and  I
am scared of what will happen.  I don't know what's
going to happen, I have a good barrister, but since
I've been arrested a series of shitty things have been
happening to me, and up to one point I contemplated
suicide.

I would like to some how to keep this up on a little
higher note.  Since that time I've met yet another girl
I like to call Jessica.  She is 6, and we like to kiss
each other a lot.  We even French kissed a couple of
times though she doesn't like it as much.  I would like
to tell more details, but again I don't want reveal too
much.

If anybody has any comments or advice I would like to
hear from you, Especially Sanctuary or Flickorna.  I
got to go now and I hope this gets to ASGL.

'Mandrake'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'Arktoi' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

My angel Jennifer has "betrayed" me.  I am sure she
does not see it that way, however.  You just cannot
expect a 4-year-old's mind to function in the same way
as a rational adult.  They do not understand the
consequences of their statements.  They have no
concept.  It is my fault, in a way.  I never swore her
to secrecy -- which would be useless anyway, since she
does not quite grasp the concept of what a secret is.
I just sort of trusted to her discretion, which is
something toddlers do not really have.  Clearly she was
brainwashed somewhere along the line by the "Awgwas"
(those who hate children, from a story that fellow L.
Frank Baum who wrote "The Wizard of Oz").  (You could
call them Grinches if you don't like the word "Awgwa.")
You know the sort of thing: "If an adult, especially a
MAN, touches you, be sure to report it to a responsible
adult as soon as possible."  Anyway, niece Jennifer has
been driving me crazy.  I take her out to a restaurant,
along with other family members, and she gets into my
lap, and is all over me.  Kissing me, hugging me -- she
can't seem to keep her hands off of me.  Well, we were
at a pizzeria, and as usual she climbed into my lap to
share her meal with me.  (She enjoys feeding me, as if
I were a baby.)  And as usual I put my hands here and
there and everywhere on her body.  (She has such a hot
little butt, how can a red-blooded man keep his hands
off of such beauty?)  I slipped one hand up the back of
her blouse to rub her back, and she was not seeming to
be minding it a bit, when suddenly she says to her
grandmother who is sitting there with us, "Maw Maw,
this MAN is TOUCHING me!"  I was petrified, of course.
Would the paddy wagons soon be wheeling my way?

Luckily, Maw Maw is a sensible lady, and she set
Jennifer straight: "'This man'?  That is your uncle,
and it is perfectly all right," or words to that
effect.  I was still too petrified to get the exact
wording down pat.  But anyway, that was the end of the
incident.  I heard nothing more about it, from anyone.

Naturally I kept my hands pretty much to myself the
rest of that day.  But we had another get-together a
few weeks later, and once again she climbed into my lap
at a restaurant, and I just couldn't help but caress
those golden hemispheres of her buns.  She was all over
me again, feeding me and flirting with me.  That went
all right.  But later, in the car, when I put my hand
on her leg, once again she piped up, saying "Uncle
Arktoi is TOUCHING me!"  to anyone who cared to listen.

I guess it is all some kind of a game to her.  Still no
paddy wagons.  But I do not know for how long I can
continue to put up with this.  I am going to have to
watch my step.  No getting naked together, it
would just be too risky, the way she is these days,
blowing hot and cold.  I certainly do not want to be
caught in a seriously compromising situation.  I must
always bear in mind the question, "How can I talk
myself out of this one?"  Has anyone else had a similar
experience, and are there any suggestions as to how to
deal with it?

'Arktoi'
----------------------------------------------------------------





'Art Lover' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi from Britain! With great irony I found today that the
NSPCC's 'children in art' 2001 calendar has a very nice
painting of a seductive little girl in stockings, painted
by a 19th Century g-l'r, William Henry Gore!

'Art Lover'
----------------------------------------------------------------





'SongMeister' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------


Here's a few more girl love oriented songs you can add
to your list!

Song title followed by band name.

1.  "That's what the little girls do" by The Knack
2.  "Good Girls Don't" by The Knack
3.  "But The little girls understand" by The Knack .
4.  "Tonight's the Night" by Rod Stewart
5.  "Christine Sixteen" by Kiss
6.  "Into The Night" by Benny Mardonis
7.  "Everyone's Gone to the Movies" by Steely Dan
    (light hearted song about a girl lover who shows erotic films)
8.  "Cousin Dupree" by Steely Dan
9.  "Magic Man" by Heart
10. "Cross eyed Mary" by Jethro Tull (light hearted song about
    a Little girl prostitute in Ian's own words, many of the lyrics
    have double meanings)

If you ever update the "Songs" section on FP, you
should definitely add those song titles to the list!
Most of those songs are from the wonderful 1970's
decade!  Everyone of those songs is a winner!

'SongMeister
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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